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HEY.  PARDK1ER,  WHATS  UPf 
ME  AM’  MY  FAMILY  HERE  JUST  / 
GOT  IN  FROM  TUCSON,  AM’ 
PICKED  UP  ONE  OF  THESE 
HERE  HOUSING-  \/0UCHERS 
SO  WE'RE  GrONMA  BE 
C.RASHIN’  HERE  FOR  “THE 
NEXT  COUPLE  WEEKS,  IT 


The  Old  Cal. 
Market 

by  Walter  DeVecchi 

We  left  the  cable  car  at  Kearny  and 
California  Streets,  and  walking  east,  we 
could  see  the  various  buildings  in  the 
financial  district.  We  come  to  the  site  of 
the  California  Market,  which  dates  back 
to  the  1880’s.  It  was  rebuilt  after  the  fire 
of  1906.  The  market  building  ran  from 
California  to  Pine  Street  between  Kearny 
and  Montgomery. 

We’ll  walk  through  the  market  and  I’ll 
explain  to  you  the  shops  that  were  there. 
Up  the  five  stairs  to  the  entrance  and 
inside,  we  come  to  the  Mayes  Oyster 
House,  now  at  Polk  and  Sutter,  which  was 
well  known  as  an  oyster  house  and 
restaurant.  Next  we  come  to  the  Bay 
Point  Oyster  House  Restaurant,  another 
well  liked  place,  and  the  Pearl  Oyster 
House.  Nearby  stood  a  cigar  stand  run  by 
Mr.  Byrnes.  The  restaurants  mentioned 
used  to  serve  broiled  steaks  and  chops  and 
oyster  and  shrimp  cocktail  which  were  out 
of  this  world.  They  stocked  quite  a  menu, 
too.  Businessmen  such  as  stockholders, 
bankers  and  attorneys  would  take  their 
wives  and  families  and  visiting  business 
associates  to  dinner  there. 

Across  the  aisle  was  A.W.  Fink, 
dealers  in  dairy  products.  They  had  big 
crockery  jugs  on  ice  filled  with  buttermilk 
and  you  got  a  great  big  scoopful  for  a 
nickel.  Next  to  that  was  the  Weston  Fish 
Co.  Now  we  come  to  the  Francis  Floral 
Depot,  of  which  Mr.  Francis  Shlotzhauer 
was  proprietor.  He  was  17  years  with  the 
firm  of  George  M.  Stump  Florists  on  5th 
Avenue  in  New  York,  well  known  as  a 
very  artistic  firm.  Mr.  Shlotzhauer  was  a 
very  creative  designer  of  corsages  and 
rattan  baskets.  Especially  on  holidays 
they  would  have  a  regular  supply  of 
Easter  Lillies,  rhododedrons,  and  poin- 
setas  delivered  all  over  San  Francisco.  I 
used  to  deliver  corsages  of  violets  and  lily- 
continued  on  page  14 


Judge  Orders  Tenants 
to  Vacate  Building 

by  Cliff  Ghanes  the  Swiss  American 


“clogged,  backed-up  and  overflowing  toilets  with  sewage 
freely  spilling  to  the  floors  &  then  into  the  carpets  &  tenants’ 
rooms... 

’’People  who  died  in  their  rooms  were  discovered  days  later 

due  to  the  smell.” 


8/29/’82  SF  Examiner  reports  as  many 
as  10,000  homeless  in  SF.  Forty-three 
businesses  closed  since  1980  with  a  loss 
of  2403  jobs.  Unemployment  up  from 
7.6%  in  J  ne  to  8.8%  in  August. 

10/16/  SF  Chron.  reoprts  a  study  by  UC 
Berkeley  shows  28%  increase  in  Bay 
Area  residents  receiving  emergency  food, 
clothing,  shelter  between  3/’81  and  3/’82. 

10/25  Salvation  Army’s  requests  for 
shelter,  normally  40  per  day  in  ’8 1  now  80 
per  day  with  as  many  as  200  requests  on 
certain  days. 

1 1/23  Social  Services  Dir.  Sarsfield  says 
there  are  1000  homeless  in  SF.  St. 
Anthony’s  claims  4-7,000. 

11/24  Cecil  Williams  addresses  Board  of 
Supes  with  a  homeless  figure  of  15,000 
for  SF.  Reports  125  kids  living  in 
shelters.  Highest  figure  in  10  years. 

1 1/30  Police  count  572  homeless  and  the 
mayor  reduces  her  requestsfor  supple¬ 
mental  funding  by  $15,000. 

12/90  Police  count  up  10%  Feinsein 
announces  331  new  beds  for  the  city. 

1/1 7/’83  Hidden  city  funds  produce 
$750,000 

1/2/  900  recorded  to  be  living  in  shelters 
2/ 1 7/’83  392,000  of  the  hidden  fund  is 
left  providing  125  beds  at  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church 

3/2/  Dolores  St.  Baptist  Church  refuses 
city  money  to  operate  its  shelter,  continue 
to  eat  it.  Continues  on  its  own 
3.)  Police  sweep  homeless  from  Golden 
Gate  Park.  Complaints  of  harrassment  on 
the  street  and  in  the  shelters  themselves. 
4/29-5/9 

Three  shelters  with  a  combined  capacity 
of  200  shelter  337  beyond  that’capacity 
and  turn  a  way  9  0 


Take  Back 
The  Night 


The  owners  of  the  Swiss  American  Hotel  prevailed  in  court  today  against  their 
current  tenants  by  convincing  a  law  and  motion  Judge  of  Superior  Court  of  their  sincere 
concern  about  the  well-being  of  future  tenants.  For  more  than  2  years  they  and  their 
managers  demonstrated  contempt  for  the  tenants  here,  both  by  what  they  did  and  by 
what  they  failed  to  do.  And  they  boast  of  having  settled  with  many  who  in  reality  felt 
forcedto  accept  their  totally  cynical  “settlement”  offers.  There  are  now  8  residents  (of 
1 2  left  here)  who  are  plaintiffs  in  a  suit .  And  the  owner  and  their  manager  H  gan-Vest 
have  sent  their  attorneys  into  court  to  plead  they  sincere  interest  in  rehabilitating  the 
hotel  through  capital  improvements  and  pleading  absolute  need  to  have  the  tenants 
enjoined  to  leave  by  June  30. 

To  enjoin  means  to  compel.  The  judge  agreed  with  them  and  he  granted  their 
motion.  We  will  shortly  be  under  order  of  the  court  to  vacate.  Perhaps  the  judge  feels 
her  is  resolving  a  problem  and  protecting  tenant  interests.  The  owners’  lawyers  held  out 
the  alluring  image  this  morning  of  more  than  60  low  rent  rooms,  renovated  and  on  the 
market.  Implied  is  that  we  are  disturbing  progress  toward  this  commendalbe  goal.  It  is 
not  true.  You  can  read  the  story  inside  or  the  one  to  follow,  and  you  will  see  that-so 
what?  this  is  happening  to  us  today  and  can  happen  to  you  later,  if  not  sooner.  And  why 
shouldn’t  it  happen  to  you?  The  mentality  that  considers  low  income  housing  beneath 
consideration,  something  to  be  brushed  away,  a  mere  nuisance  that  makes  money,  that 
makes  lots  of  money  and  can  be  junked  along  with  the  tenants.. .to  such  a  mentality, 
everyone  who  has  less  than  he  does  is  expendable, 
rewrite 

What  happened  today  means  tht  if  a  tenant  is  suing  his  landlord  and  that  the 
landlord  wants  to  evict  the  tenant  conventionally,  all  he  must  do  is  make  a  motion  on  the 
tenants’  law  suit  alledging  sincere  interest  in  making  “capitol  improvements”  and  offer 
to  return  to  the  housing  market  the  rooms  held  hostage.  Convince  the  judge  that  to  do 
the  work,  the  tenants  must  leave  and  that  he,  the  judge,  has  the  authority  and  the  duty  to 
use  that  authority  to' "order  tenants  out. 

Our  attorney  requested  damages  from  the  landlords  who  bring  a  frivilous  motion, 
and  instead  the  motion  was  granted.  There  was  no  hearing,  no  witness,  no  evidence. 
Just  a  declaration.  Just  15  minutes  after  waiting  for  3  years. 


This  year’s  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march  will  be  held  in  the  Haight. 
It  was  changed  from  its  traditional  route 
down  the  pom  district  of  North  Beach 
because  the  Haight  has  recently  been 
highlighted  as  an  area  unsafe  for  women. 
The  march  symbolizes  women’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  fight  back  against  assault,  rape 
and  degrading  images  of  ourselves  which 
perpetuate  the  idea  that  violence  against 
women  is  O.K.  We  are  marching  to 
express  our  anger  and  to  generate  strength 
to  rise  above  our  fear!  Together,  as  one, 
we  can  fight  back.  Let’s  start  by  taking 
back  the  Haight. 

If  you  want  to  help  call  Ann  at  821- 
7884 

SPECIAL 

THANKS 

W e  hope  to  be  able  to  find  the  space  to 
thank  all  of  the  folks  who  have  donated 
their  time,  energy  and  cash  to  NMN  and 
NMN  projects  throughout  the  past 
several  months.  There  have  been  alot  of 
them.  This  month,  a  special  thanks  goes 
out  to  Lou  at  BUSY  BEE  MEATS,  Nick 
at  BUSY  BEE  MARKET,  Jack  Broder  at 
BELL  BAZAAR,  and  Vee  at 
NATURE’S  WAY. 
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North  Mission  News  is  the  newspaper  of  the  North 
Mission  Association.  It  is  published  monthly  at  3004  16th 
Street,  SF,  CA  94103. 

Circulation  for  this  issue  is  10,000  copies,  of  which 
4,000  are  mailed  to  neighborhood  residents  and  businesses 
The  bulk  is  distributed  at  over  80  shops,  restaurants,  hotels 
and  theatres  throughout  the  Greater  Mission,  Haight,  Noe 
Valley,  Castro  and  North  Beach  communities. 

We  welcome  articles  and  letters  from  our  readers 
although  we  reserve  the  right  to  edit.  Anyone  wishing  to 
work  with  the  North  Mission  News  should  attend  our 
monthly  meetings  at  El  Buen  Pastor  Church  at  7:30  PM  the 
third  Monday  of  every  month.  El  Buen  Pastor  is  located  at 
439  Guerrero  St.  at  Camp. 


NORTH 

MISSION 

ASSOCIATION. 


The  North  Mission  Association  (NMA)  is  a 
grassroots  organization  open  to  everyone  who 
lives  or  works  in  the  North  Mission  area  (from 
Church  to  Folsom  and  Duboce  to  19th  Street). 
NMA  holds  its  general  meeting  on  the  second 
Monday  of  every  month  at  7:30  p.m.  at  El 
Buen  Pastor  Church,  439  Guerreo  St.  (between 
16th  apd  17th  streets. 

Founded  in  1975  as  Operation  Upgrade  to 
combat  the  growth  of  pornographic  businesses 
into  our  neighborhood,  NMA  became  involved 
in  the  fight  against  arson  after  the  disastrous 
Gartland  Apartments  fire,  which  killed  12  peo¬ 
ple  on  December  12,  1975.  NMA  has  fought  to 
acquire  and  preserve  low-cost  housing  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  it  has  helped  many  local 
residents  merchants  to  deal  with  city 
bureaucracies. 

The  North  Mission  Association  office  is  at 
3004  16th  St.  at  Mission,  with  telephone 
number  626-2882. 


— 


WHO  IS 
SOPHIA? 


Inspite  of  official  attempts  to  down 
play  its  significance,  the  American  winter 
of  1982-’83  was  an  economic  disaster. 

While  Nobel  economist  George 
Stigler  was  having  the  plug  pulled  on  his 
White  House  announcement  that  deep 
depression  Was  indeed  at  hand,  Ford 
Motor  Co.  was  defaulting  on  its  Ren¬ 
aissance  Center  in  Detroit  and  one  third 
of  the  Motor  City’s  adult  population  lined 
up  for  public  assistance  checks. 

Unemployment  figures  locked  in  at 
double-digits,  banks  and  businesses  failed 
in  numbers  not  seen  since  ’29.  It  was  also 
the  winter  of  the  tent  city,  symbol  of  the 
most  significant  issue  to  emerge  from  the 
domestic  economics  of  the  past  8  months: 
the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  homeless 
Americans  in  cities  and  towns  from  coast 
to  coast. 

Unsettled  populations  are  common 
world  wide  occurences  and  usually  coped 
with  through  centers  or  camps  maintained 
to  house  refugees  of  natural  and  economic 
disasters  or  war.  The  U.S.,  however,  has 
not  seen  numbers  of  homeless  since  the 
dustbowl/depression  drove  many  of  the 
country’s  displaced  here  in  search  of 
housing  and  work. 

Unlike  those  earlier  refugees,  the 
homeless  population  currently  in  San 
Francisco  has  literally  no  place  to  go. 
They  are  bound  to  a  city  neither  willing 
nor  able  to  admit  that  they  even  exist,  let 
alone  seek  a  solution  to  the  problems  they 
face.  The  homeless  here  present  a 
political  dilema  which,  if  not  settled  with  a 
common  sense  vision,  will  haunt  the 
residents  of  city  hall  for  decades  to  come. 

I  To  date  the  city’s  response  to  the  problem 
seems  more  concerned  with  visibility  than 
vision  and  the  needs  of  tourists  than  the 
poor  of  her  own. 


The  mayor’s  first  public  response  to 
the  requests  for  shelters  issued  last  fall 
expressed  her  fears  that  San  Francisco 
might  become  a  haven  for  drifters  and 
bums.  The  real  issues  at  stake  here  have 
been  skirted  ever  since,  with  the  homeless 
shuffled  from  busses  to  basements  and 
back  again  with  no  consideration  of  the 
dignity  lost  with  each  forced  move. 

City  Hall’s  six  month  struggle  with 
the  situation  has  done  little  but  aggravate 
the  situation.  The  shelter  system  has  been 
reduced  by  3/4  of  its  beds  and  piled  up 
former  inhabitants  2  or  more  per  room  in 
residential  hotels  in  several  low-income 
neighborhoods. 

Downtown  another  building  season  is 
shifting  into  high  gear  as  city  overlords 
rubberstamp  blueprints  of  doubly  dense 
futures  in  buildings  already  vacancy 
plagued.  They  model  the  city  for  an 
imaginary  population  not  yet  materialized 
while  the  streets  fill  up  with  the  outcasts 
produced  by  their  efforts  last  year.  And 
there  is  little  likelihood  that  these  corp¬ 
orate  magnates  or  their  representatives  in 
city  hall  will  be  of  much  assistance  to  the 
homeless  in  any  forseeable  future.  Their 
inability  to  provide  low-income  shelter  is 
a  direct  result  of  the  acutely  inflationary 
housing  policy  they’ve  maintained  for  the 
past  decade  or  more.  A  mindless  reliance 
upon  tourism  dollars  and  preoccupation 
with  the  spotlight  that  the  Democratic 
convention  will  shine  upon  Feinstein  and 
her  current  administration. 

The  issues  of  homelessness  will  never 
be  discussed  in  San  Francisco  anywhere 
beyond  the  overcrowded  hallways  of 
some  contract  hotel. 


NEW  NMA  EXECUTIVES 


I’ve  lived  in  this  neighborhood  for  a 
number  of  years.  Like  any  other  working 
class  district,  the  Mission  is  filled  with 
concrete  eyesores,  congested  streets,  and 
empty  pits.  The  signs  and  slogans  that  are 
there  (Gartland  Pit  at  16th  &  Valencia) 
not  only  broadcast  important  political 
history  on  a  terrible  event  in  this  city,  they 
shatter  the  grey  landscape  that  is  somuch 
part  of  our  lives.  Images  and  words  aren’t 
just  needed  to  be  represented  on  canvas 
that  is  hung  in  a  museum;  it  needs  to  be 
part  of  our  everyday  experience.  I  hope 
there  are  more  “beautification”  cam¬ 
paigns  like  that,  and  that  you  folks  pick  up 
on  it. 

Yours, 

Bill  Haas 


P.  ,VK  *Q! 

FRO  MY 


Mr 
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After  much  delay  in  electing  officers 
for  N.M.A.  ,due  to  procedural  com¬ 
plications,  we  have  in  place  an  Executive 
Board.  The  long  wait  may  have  been  a 
blessing  in  disguise.  We  believe  we  have  a 
very  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  Board. 
Much  time  is  spent  by  these  new  officers 
in  formulating  plans  to  make  NMA  one  of 
the  most  viable  and  effective  community 
organizations  in  the  City.  You,  of  course, 
can  help  to  preserve  and  enhance  what  is 
left  of  our  community  by  making  your 
ideas  known  to  the  Board  and  by  actively 
participating  in  the  decision  making  of 
your  organization. 

We  thought  you  might  like  to  get 
acquainted  with  your  Executive  Board  or 
Board  of  Directors,  so  we  are  including 
short  profiles  of  your  elected  representa¬ 
tives: 

RUTH  LOPEZ,  President,  who  was  bom 
in  Salinas,  California,  has  an  American 
heritage  that  dates  back  to  1 848.  This  was 
the  time  of  the  Mexican-American  war. 
In  fact,  her  great,great  grandfather  had  a 
land  grant  from  Mexico  but  that  was  lost 
due  to  the  war.  Her  historical  background 
prompted  her  to  make  a  study  of  the 
period.  And  she  chose  the  American 
Southwest’s  cattle  and  sheep  range  wars 
that  lasted  from  1 848  to  1 948.  Ruth  came 
to  NMA  by  way  of  El  Tecolote,  the 
Mission  area’s  Spanish-language  news¬ 
paper.  She  was  assigned  to  interview 
Victor  Miller,  coordinator  of  NMA,  on  a 
story  she  was  writing  about  arson,  which 
was  also  published  in  the  North  Mission 
News  under  the  title  Arson  for  Profit.  She 
thought  that  NMA  was  the  only  place 
where  people  were  alive  and  doing 
something  politically.  She  also  ap¬ 
preciated  the  diversity  of  the  people 
within  the  NMA.  She  feels  that  NMA 
has  the  potential  to  affect  real  change  and 
she  is  working  hard  to  make  a  significant 
contribution  toward  that  end.  Her  am¬ 
bition  is  to  make  the  NMA  a  powerful 
political  force  in  the  City. 


BILL  BUTCHER,  Vice  President, is  a 
native  Californian  from  Redwood  City. 
However,  he  spent  his  school  years  in 
Charlottesville,  Virginia.  Then  he  joined 
the  Navy  and  went  to  Vietnam.  He  is  into 
thinking  and  proposing  ways  to  make 
NMA  self  sufficient  financially.  He 
comes  to  us  with  property  management 
experience  in  the  neighborhood.  Bill 
envisions  a  property  management  or¬ 
ganization  run  by  NMA  for  profit.  His 
goal  is  for  the  NMA  to  own  most  of  the 
property  in  the  area.  This  he  believes  can 
be  done  by  making  the  local  hanks  fulfill 
their  legislative  mandate  to  put  moneys 
from  the  neighborhood.  He  feels  that  this 
is  the  only  way  we  can  maintain  our 
neighborhood  with  the  rich  diversity  it 
now  enjoys. 


BOB  SIEGEL,Treasurer,is  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,a  resident  of  San  Francisco 
since  1973,  and  an  active  member  of 
NMA  for  six  years.  Bob  is  an  instructor  of 
English  as  a  second  language  at  the  China 
North  Beach  Community  College  Center. 
He  is  married  to  Pat,  a  graphic  de- 
signer,and  they  have  a  14  month  old 
son,Carl.  Bob  has  been  President  of 
NMA  for  two  years  and  Chair  of  the 
Housing  Committee  for  two  years.  He 
has  already  proven  his  dedication  to  the 
community.  His  wish  is  to  see  im¬ 
provement  in  the  community  without 
destroying  the  fabric  that  makes  the  North 
Mission  a  unique  place  in  which  to  live. 


NEXT  MONTH  WE  WILL  CONTINUE 
OUR  PROFILES  OF  THE  REMAINDER 
OF  THE  OFFICERS. 


'Hr'!1  ^ 
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Madeline  Finch 

HAMPTON  IN  With  nma  Help 


An  unplanned  development  on  May 
19  at  a  meeting  of  the  City  Planning 
Commission  brought  together  30  sup¬ 
porters  of  two  businesses  threatened  by 
bureaucratic  insanity.  Hampton  Rug 
Service  and  the  Catholic  School  Ware¬ 
house;  and  one  enterprise  seeking  a  beer 
and  wine  permit  that  meant  the  difference 
between  closing  shop  and  staying  open  for 
the  Williams  II  market. 

The  issue  for  the  first  two  centered  on 
what  the  planning  commission  considered 
an  appropriate  use  of  land.  Twenty  years 
ago  the  city  rezoned  many  areas  of  town 
including  the  300  block  of  Church  Street 
where  Hampton  Rug  Service  has  been 
located  since  the  current  owners  father 
built  the  place  in  1894.  Since  the  re- 
zoning,  Hampton’s  has  been  deemed  a 
non-conforming  use  and  along  with  the 
Catholic  School  Warehouse  has  had  to 
appear  at  public  hearings  every  few  years 
to  get  an  extension  of  the  deadline  set  for 
converting  to  residential  use.  Despite  the 
fact  that  were  Hamptons  to  vacate  the 
property,  there  are  no  plans  to  put  any¬ 
thing  else  on  the  site.  Nevertheless, 
indications  from  city  planning  since  last 
year  had  been  against  any  further  ex¬ 
tension.  There  was  talk  to  the  effect  tlTat 
Hamptons  location,  between  two  com¬ 
ponents  of  a  new  condo  project  was  con¬ 
nected  to  the  Planning  Dept.’s  new  at¬ 
titude  toward  the  rugman. 

Several  hundred  petitions  were  col¬ 
lected  in  favor  of  the  plant  after  Bob 
Hampton  appeared  at  the  April  North 
Mission  Association  meeting  asking  for 
support.  Posters  were  stapled  on  every 
available  phone  pole  and  bulletin  board  in 
the  area  and  phone  calls  were  made  to 
related  non-conforming  businesses.  Ruth 
Lopez,  NMA  president,  directed  the  en¬ 
tire  campaign  with  the  following  objec¬ 
tives  in  mind: 

1)  Making  the  Planning  Commission 
reverse  the  decision  of  the  staff  for  non- 
acceptance. 

2)  Making  the  commission  aware  that  the 
Association  intended  to  establish  a  pre¬ 
sence  and  make  itself  heard  whenever 
community  interests  were  jeopardized. 


3)  Preparing  for  juture  forays  downtown' 
as  issues  such  as  the  Mission  Bay 
Southern  Pacific  Project  go  up  for  public 
review. 

A  few  days  before  the  hearing  a 
representative  of  the  planning  department 
came  by  the  NMA  office  to  explain  the 
situation.  The  department  had  been  un- 

fulsuccessful  in  finding  anyone  who  would 
develope  an  empty  site  at  the  Hampton’s 
location  and  had  therefore  decided  for  a 
commission  vote  for  an  extension.  (Does 
the  department  as  a  matter  of  policy  send 
its  staff  around  to  solicit  developers  for 
sites  which  it  intends  to  vacate  by  its 
policies?  This  seems  a  little  odd.)  At  any 
rate,  one  can  never  be  sure  of  what  the 
people  downtown  mean  by  “probably”  so 
the  posters  went  up  and  the  phone  calls 
were  made  as  planned. 

The  result  was  that  all  three  busi¬ 
nesses  got  what  they  wanted,  the  only 
difficulty  being  the  stupefying  airlessness 
of  room  282  at  City  Hall.  The  only  light 
moment  in  the  precedings  came  when 
both  Lopez  and  myself  prevailed  upon 
Bob  Passmore  of  the  department  to 
combine  all  three  items  so  we  could  get 
our  supporters  out  of  there.  Brandishing  a 
poster  showing  two  condos  squeezing 
Hamptons  with  two  cartoon  arms,  Pas¬ 
smore  snorted,  “This  is  not  reflective  of 
the  way  the  department  is  going.” 
“Unfortunately,  my  good  man,  it  is  all  too 
reflective  of  the  way  our  neighborhood  is 
going,”  was  our  response.  Passmore,  who 
may  have  laughed  only  once  or  twice  in 
his  wild  youth,  adjusted  the  agenda,  re¬ 
taining  his  perpetual  look  of  dour  doom  a^l 
the  while. 

A  relatively  easy  victory,  you  say,  but 
remember,  it  is  not  certain  at  all  what 
would  have  happened  had  any  of  the  three 
businesses  been  forced  to  deal  with  the 
institutions  of  city  government  alone. 

Any  of  you  who  have  been  caught  in 
the  madness  of  city  procedures  know  it’s 
easy  to  get  steamrollered.  So  just  con¬ 
sider  the  North  Mission  Association  your 
community  steamroller;  you  know  where 
to  find  us. 
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Those  of  you  who  work  Downtown, 
is  I  do,  probably  take  it  for  granted.  You 
■valk  a  block,  maybe,  on  a  cement  side¬ 
walk  and  then  abruptly  you’re  on  wooden 
jlanking  or  metal  plates  as  you  pass  some 
wilding  under  construction.  Maybe  you 
jause  on  your  lunch  break  to  look  into  the 
skeletal  remains  of  the  older  buildings 
which  are  being  tom  down  and  wonder 
what’s  going  to  replace  them.  If  you  don’t 
pass  at  least  one  structure  going  up  or 
coming  down  everyday,  it’s  unusual. 

According  to  Urban,  a  Chicago 
based  real  estate  development  firm,  the 
San  Francisco  Downtown  district  has 
experienced  more  growth  since  1970  than 
any  other  central  business  district  in  the 
United  States.  And,  it’s  clear  that  as  far 
as  Downtown  development  goes  we  have 
only  seen  the  beginning.  The  equivalent 
of  85  30-story  buildings  have  been  pro¬ 
posed  or  are  currently  under  construction, 
and,  at  current  rates  of  growth,  the  office 
capacity  of  Downtown  will  double  within 
the  next  twenty  years. 

Most  of  us  grew  up  believing  that 
growth  and  development  were  un¬ 
reservedly  good  things.  The  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Mayor’s  office  con¬ 
tinue  to  push  for  greater  development 
Downtown,  with  the  promise  of  an  ex¬ 
panding  tax-base,  more  money  invested 
and  spent  in  San  Francisco,  and  more  jobs 
created.  If  construction  of  office  buildings 
really  produced  all  those  things,  we’d  be 
a  rich  city  indeed.  Our  schools,  libraries 
and  other  services  would  be  top-notch, 
and  virtually  all  our  residents  would  be 
gainfully  employed.  But  looking  around 
the  city  and  especially  at  the  North 
Mission,  it’s  hard  to  find  many  traces  of 
the  promised  prosperity.  It’s  reasonably 
easy,  though,  to  find  the  downside  of 
Downtown  development—  overcrowded 
busses  and  streetcars,  commuter  traffic 
that  jams  our  streets,  and  the  displace¬ 
ment  of  small,  service-oriented  (and 
usually  locally  owned)  businesses  by 
chain  stores  and  franchises.  The  jobs  that 
are  being  created  go  mainly  to  commuters 
(about  60%)  and  newcomers  to  the  city 
(about  32%),  leaving  less  than  8%  of  the 
jobs  for  current  city  residents.  Mean¬ 
while,  thousands  of  new  office  workers 
compete  with  current  city  residents  for  the 
dwindling  supply  of  rental  housing, 
making  a  tight  and  expensive  housing 
market  even  worse. 

It’s  easy  to  shrug  off  the  traffic  and 
overcrowded  busses  and  high  rents  as  just 
“life  in  the  city”,  but  those  conditions 
aren’t  found  in  every  big  city,  nor  were 
they  always  found  in  San  Francisco. 
They  are  all  the  result,  in  one  way  or 
another,  of  unbalanced  and  irresponsible 
development:  development  which  does 
not  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  who  live 
here. 

TAKING  THE  INITIATIVE  Early 
this  year  a  number  of  people  came  to¬ 
gether  to  talk  about  the  problems  as¬ 
sociated  with  development  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  individuals  came  from  en- 
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vironmental  groups  and  labor  unions  and 
neighborhood  associations  including  the 
tenant  organizations  and  merchant 
groups.  After  months  of  spirited  debate,  a 
program  was  developed  that  became 
known  as  the“  San  Francisco  Plan”. 
Basically,  the  plan  is  an  initiative  ord¬ 
inance  which  calls  for  a  revised  Master 
Plan  to  guide  future  development  in  S.F. 
In  addition,  the  initiative  calls  for  the 
Baord  of  Supervisors  to  enact  three 
ordinances  which  would  mitigate  theJ 
problems  caused  by  highrise  office  dev-] 
elopment.  One  ordinance  would  require; 
future  developers  to  pay  for  the  costs  of 
additional  MUNI  service.  The  second 
ordinance  would  require  that  developers 
create  or  rehabilitate  affordable  housing 
for  a  substantial  portion  of  the  workers 
who  would  be  employed  in  their  devel¬ 
opments.  The  third  requires  developers  to 
sponsor  a  job  training  and  placement 
program  for  city  residents  so  that  present 
residents  get  a  fair  share  of  the  newly 
created  jobs. 

The  goal  of  the  San  Francisco  Plan  is 
to  ensure  balanced  and  responsible 
growth  in  the  city.  Problems  created  by 
development  (such  as  increased  transit 
ridership  and  increased  pressure  on  the 
housing  market)  are  to  be  mitigated  by  the 
developers,  and  approval  of  future  dev¬ 
elopments  would  be  contingent  upon  their 
meeting  the  needs  of  San  Francisco  as  a 
whole. 

The  San  Francisco  Plan  is  not  a 
simple  piece  of  legislation,  nor  an  easy 
one  to  understand,  but  it  is  a  creative  and 
good  faith  effort  by  a  cross-section  of  the 
SF  community  to  come  to  grips  with  a 
complex  and  multi-faceted  problem.  The 
alternative  is  to  go  on  with  unchecked 
development,  with  its  associated  traffic, 
parking,  transit,  and  housing  impacts. 

The  San  Francisco  Plan  group  needs 
about  10,000  signatures  of  registered 
voters  to  qualify  for  the  November  ballot 
Look  for  a  petition  in  your  neighborhood 
soon. 
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The  SF  Plan:  Who 
Benefits  from  the 
Unintelligible? 


At  this  point  it’s  a  bit  difficult  to  support  the  San  Francisco  Plan  which,  if 
supporters  are  successful  in  rounding  up  25,000  signatures,  will  be  on  the  November 
ballot.  The  problem  is  that  nobody  here  can  understand  it.  Although  the  intent  is  to 
make  the  developers  of  new  office  buildings  pay  into  a  pool  of  funds  that  will  provide 
affordable  housing,  there  is  no  definition  of ‘affordable  housing”  on  the  petition  or  on 
the  information  provided  to  the  North  Mission  News.  We  are  all  a  bit  leery  of 
undefined  “affordable  housing”  after  the  debacle  that  resulted  from  the  last  developer 
pool.  The  condominium  project  at  the  site  bounded  by  15th,  16th  Guerrero,  and 
Dolores,  consisting  of  144  condo  units,  became  the  recipient  of  a  mortgage  subsidy  to 
the  tune  of  $18  million  drawn  from  a  pool  of  funds  provided  by  the  developers  of  new 
office  space.  There  is  nothing  in  the  information  available  so  far  to  explain  why  similar 
idiocy  might  not  result  from  what  sounds  like  an  identical  proposal  in  the  S.F.  Plan. 
Under  “definitions”  in  the  SF  Plan  literature,  affordable  housing  is  defined  as  housing 
“as  defined  in  the  Dept,  of  City  Planning’s  Office  Housing  Production  Programs 
Guidelines,  dated  Jan.  22,  1982,  page  7.”  Since  this  document  is  not  exactly  a  best 
seller,  it  is  unlikely  anyone  signing  the  SF  Plan  petition  would  know  just  what  they  were 
supporting. 

The  NMA  is  interested  in  supporting  only  those  proposals  that  will  address  the 
critical  need  for  low  income  housing;  until  it  can  be  demonstrated  in  clear  language  the 
SF  Plan  meets  this  requirement  we  are  withholding  our  endorsement  of  the  initiative. 
Even  after  this  point  is  cleared  up  it  will  be  necessary  to  know,  once  money  is  paid  over 
the  city  (who  in  the  City?),  how  priorities  will  be  set  up  for  using  the  funds .  It  seems  that 
in  the  past  millions  of  dollars  in  Federal  Funds  were  poured  into  the  gaping  maws  of  local 
bureaucrats  with  the  alleged  intention  of  providing  affordable  housing.  Clearly  this  did 
not  occur.  Why  will  it  be  any  different  this  time  simply  because  the  source  of  funds  has 


changed? 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  supporters  of  the  SF  Plan  to  demonstrate  who  benefits  from 
their  proposal  and  to  do  so  without  jargon  or  reference  to  the  jargon  of  others. 

A  rep  for  SF  Plan  told  the  News  affordable  as  defined  in  the  proposal  means  $500/ 
month  for  a  single  person. 

Solution  for  the  homeless: 
Maximum  Security  Manner, 

24  Attendants  No  waiting. 


There  are  also  plans  for  people  who  make  only  $15.00  a  month;  these  plans  are 
easier  to  understand  but  definitely  not  as  much  fun  as  the  $500.00  bachelor  pad. 

The  Central  City  Shelter  Network,  until  now  a  seemingly  well  intended  group  of 
folks,  proposes  the  city  spend$365,684to  operate  a  100  room  hotel  to  house  200 
homeless.  (Costs  of  lease,  utilities,  upkeep,  insuranc,  etc.  are  not  included.)  These 
homeless  people  sure  must  be  a  nasty  bunch  because  the  “working  model  budget” 
includes  a  staff  of  32  people  consisting  of  a  manager  and  2  full  time  and  3  part  time  shift 
supervisors,  (the  manager  must  be  that  affordable  housing  guy  because  he’s  making  just 
over  $1500.00  per  month.)  An  advocate/group  leader  at  $1100  a  month,  2  part  time 
janitors  making  a  total  of  $1 100  a  month  and  24,  count  ’em  folks,  24  attendents,  1 2  half 
time,  12  full  time. 

Well,  maybe  that’s  not  so  bad,  you  say,  if  it’s  an  income  for  the  down  and  out. 
That’s  not  the  case.  Maintenance  and  janitorial  (personnel)  can  be  obtained  (funny 
wording,  that)  “from  the  Mayor’s  Employment  Project  for  the  Homeless,”,  the 
proposal  states.  The  existing  32  jobs  are  not  for  the  homeless. 

SowehavealOO  room  hotel  with  1 2  attendents  beingpaid$8,320a  month  full  time 
and  1 2  more  at  $3,328  part  time  to  supervise  200  people  in  the  fine  art  of  living  indoors, 
which  is  presumably  the  desire  of  the  200  “clients”  as  tenants  are  called  in  the  proposal. 
Do  these  32  paid  people  live  there?  If  so,  are  we  down  to  68  rooms  for  200  people? 
There  isn’t  a  lot  of  hanging  out  space  in  most  hotels  I’ve  been  in,  so,  if  at  times  there’s  1 2 
people  on  duty,  isn’t  it  going  to  seem  a  little  like  visiting  Uncle  Willie  in  Maximum 
Security  at  San  Quentin,  as  you  walk  past  these  guys  on  the  way  to  your  room?  (where 
you  may  find  the  other  two  tenants  anyway)  No,  of  course  not,  no  comparison  at  all. 
San  Quentin  has  color  TV. 

Ed  Note:  Perhaps  the  gorilla  has  a  biased  opinion  because  of  his  experiences  with 
attendents  at  the  Philadelphia  Zoo  which  is  currently  trying  to  extradite  him  for 
crimes  as  yet  a  mystery  to  us.  D.  T.D 

In  a  letter  to  her  honor,  the  Mayor  dated  3/25/83  the  Central  City  Selter  Network 
said  that  the  above  level  of  staffing  would  still  require  more  volunteers.  (More 
attendents!!!)  The  letter  goes  on  to  state  “there  is  some  question  whether  any  provider 
would  bid  on  a  contract  even  with  this  level  of  staffing.”  Charlie  Patel,  that  cost  cutting 
daredevil,  has  done  just  that  at  the  Apollo  where  there  is  one  person  on  duty  for  1 80 
people  in  a  120  room  hotel.  This  is  going  to  the  opposite  extreme  in  just  being  damn 


stupid. 

What  both  of  these  extremes  have  in  common  is  the  absence  of  any  consideration 
that  would  allow  the  “street  people”  housed  in  absurd  manner  an  opportunity  to  take 
control  of  the  building's  management,  ie— to  assume  the  paid  positions.  The  reason  is 
obvious  in  the  case  of  good  old  Charlie  Patel  as  with  the  humanitarian  plan  there’d  be  24 
“attendents”  booted  out  the  minute  the  “clients”  took  over  and  became  people  again. 

This  gorilla  is  also  disturbed  by  what  he  sees  as  the  illegal  conversion  of  a 
residential  hotel  to  an  institution  (just  what  kind  he  is  not  certain. )  Should  this  Attendent 
Arms  plan  be  tried  anywhere  in  the  city,  this  gorilla  will  personally  file  a  complaint  to 
the  BBI  as  a  violation  of  the  Hotel  Conversion  Ordinance.  This  type  of  stuff  drives  me 
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SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR 
CENTER 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


(415)  285-8588 


611  FLORIDA  ST. 
(Near  1 8th  St.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 
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MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

OPEN  HOURS: 

11:00a.m.  —  8:30  p.m. 

CLOSED  SUNDAY 
FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

2172  MISSION  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  941 10  TEL:  863-3700 
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LOCKOUT 

Under  California  law,  your  landlord 
or  any  person  who  claims  to  be  acting  for 
your  landlord,  cannot  lock  you  out  of  your 
home,  remove  your  furniture  or  posses¬ 
sions,  or  shut  off  your  utilities  to  try  to 
force  you  to  leave.  In  addition,  your 
landlord  may  not  physically  evict  you 
from  your  home  without  first  going 
through  the  courts. 

If  your  landlord  locks  you  out  by 
either  changing  the  locks  or  plugging  the 
hole  in  the  lock,  blocking  your  entry  to 
your  home  or  removing  your  furniture  and 
property,  the  landlord  is  committing  a 
criminal  act.  (Penal  Code  Section  418). 
You  can  call  the  police  and  have  him  or 
her  arrested.  You  have  a  right  to  re-enter 
your  home  even  if  you  have  to  break  in, 
but  it  is  best  to  call  the  police  and  inform 
them  that  you  intend  to  break  in  before 
you  do  so. 

If  the  landlord  shuts  off  your  water, 
heat,  gas,  electricity,  elevator  service  or 
telephone  in  an  attempt  to  force  ; 
leave  your  home,  you  should  infoi 
landlord  in  writing  immediately  that  his  or 
her  acts  are  illegal  and  your  utility  service 


by  West  Bay  Legal  Staff 

must  be  restored  at  once.  You  may  also 
call  PG&E,  the  Water  Department  and 
the  telephone  company  and  try  to  get  them 
to  turn  the  service  back  on.  If  your  utility 
services  are  interrupted  for  several  days 
or  more,  you  may  apply  to  the  Rent  Board 
asking  for  a  reduction  in  rent  because  your 
services  have  been  decreased.  You  may 
also  file  a  lawsuit  against  your  landlord. 
California  Civil  Code  Section  789.3 
makes  a  landlord  who  intentionally  term¬ 
inates  the  utility  services  provided  to  a 
tenant  or  locks  a  tenant  out  of  rental 
premises  liable  to  the  tenant  for  actual 
damages,  attorney’s  fees  and  punitive 
damages  of  up  to  $100  per  day  for  each 
day  or  part  of  a  day  during  which  the 
services  are  interrupted.  If  your  services 
are  not  restored  by  the  time  you  file  the 
law  suit,  you  may  ask  the  court  to  order 
the  landlord  to  restore  them. 

Your  landlord  must  take  the  following 
steps  to  legally  evict  you  from  your  home: 
1.  Serve  you  with  a  three  day 
notice. 


2.  Serve  you  with  a  copy  of  a 
lawsuit,  called  an  Unlawful  De¬ 
tainer.  The  landlord  may  file  this 
suit  in  Small  Claims  Court  or  in 
Municipal  Court.  If  it  is  filed  in 
Small  Claims  Court,  the  papers 
you  get  will  have  a  date  on  them 
informing  you  when  to  show  up  in 
court.  If  it  is  filed  in  Municipal 
Court,  you  must  make  a  response 
within  5  days  of  the  date  you 
receive  the  papers. 

3  Set  the  case  for  trial.  When  you 
get  notice  from  the  court  that  the 
case  is  set  for  trial,  you  may 
request  that  the  court  grant  you  a 
jury  trial.  There  are  no  jury  trials 
in  Small  Claims  Court. 

4.  Go  to  trial  in  front  of  a  judge  or 
judge  and  jury.  This  is  the  time 
when  you  and  your  landlord  tell 
your  stories  to  the  court. 


5.  Get  a  judgement.  This  is  the 
decision  that  the  judge  or  jury 
makes  about  who  has  won  the 
case.  If  you  lose  your  case  in 
Small  Court  you  may  appeal  the 
decision  within  20  days  and  your 
landlord  cannot  evict  you  until 
after  the  appeal  is  heard. 

6.  Notify  the  sheriff,  who  will  put 
an  eviction  notice  on  your  door, 
which  tells  you  the  day  that  the 
evicition  will  take  place.  Until 
that  day  arrives,  the  landlord  may 
not  physically  remove  you  from 
your  home. 

Sometimes  you  can  work  thins  out 
with  your  landlord  after  you  receive  a 
three  day  or  thirt  day  notice.  Try  to  get  an 
agreement  that  you  make  with  the  land¬ 
lord  in  writing.  If  the  landlord  will  not 
write  it  down,  you  can  write  it  yourself, 
stating  all  the  terms  upon  which  you  have 
agreed.  Send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the 
landlord  and  keep  one  for  yourself.  It  is 
important  to  keep  copies  of  all  letters 
which  you  send  to  or  receive  form  your 
landlord.  You  may  also  wish  to  file  a 
petition  with  the  rent  board,  at  150  .  Fell 
Street  after  you  receive  your  thirty  day 
notice,  particularly  if  you  don’t  beleive 
there  is  a  good  reason  to  evict  you.  The 
rent  board  may  investigate  or  try  to  med¬ 
iate  your  claim. 

When  you  are  served  with  an  Un¬ 
lawful  Detainer,  you  will  probably  need 
some  help  getting  your  case  ready  to  argue 
in  court.  Call  the  San  Francisco  Tenants 
Union  at  282-6622  or  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance  at  433- 
2535  for  information  and  assistance. 


West  Bay 
Law  Collective 

formerly  West  Bay  Legal  Co-Op 

Has  moved  to 

2017  Mission 

(Still  at  the  corner  of  16th  &  Mission) 

The  Collective  Specializes  in: 

'A' Tenant  Advocacy 
★Injury 
★Immigration 
★Domestic  Relations 
★Personal  Injury 

Se  Habla  Espanol 
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SQUAT 

by  Phiniendenen 


"...the  working  class  built  the  cities  as 
underpaid  labor.. .property’s  use  is  1 
what ’s  important,  not  the  title.  The  value  < 
of  a  house  is  created  by  all  the  city  around  ] 
it,  the  utilities,  transportation,  streets,  \ 
etc.  Our  program  is  simply  that  ab-  \ 
andoned  houses  should  be  used.  ”  ■ 

John  Kangas,  < 
_ _ _ Squatter  J 

NMN  You’ve  been  involved  in  housing 
issues  for  quite  a  while  and  recently  were 
arrested,  tried  and  acquitted  of  charges 
stemming  from  an  attempt  to  occupy  an 
abandoned  house.  Tell  us  a  little  bit 
about  your  experiences  with  squatting. 

Last  summer  I  was  living  with  my 
brother  Paul,  who,  you  might  say  pio¬ 
neered  squatting  in  this  town.  We  were 
keeping  our  eyes  open  for  a  house  for  me. 

I  had  lived  in  10  different  places  in  San 
Francisco  during  the  past  year.  We  found 
a  lot  of  abandoned  houses  and  I  was 
squatting  in  one  on  the  Great  Highway 
when  the  owner  showed  up  and  told  me 
that  it  was  going  to  be  tom  down.  So,  in 
F  ebruary  of  this  year,  I  began  moving  into 
an  abandoned  house  on  Bosworth  Street 
in  the  Mission.  I  had  been  watching  this 
house  since  last  June  and  did  some  re¬ 
search  on  it  as  well  as  some  other  houses. 
The  taxes  hadn’t  been  paid  the  previous 
year  and  the  owner  was  listed  as  living 
there  but  a  neighbor  told  me  that  the  house 
had  been  abandoned  for  10  years.  I  was, 
caught  when  I  went  to  change  the  locks 
on  the  doors.  I’d  been  there  a  couple  of 
times  before  but  a  dog  started  barking  and 
a  neighbor  called  the  police.  The  cops 
came  while  I  was  changing  the  lock  on  the 
front  door.  They  asked  me  what  I  was 
doing  there  and  I  replied  that  this  was  one 
of  the  many  abandoned  houses  in  San 
Francisco  and  I  was  trying  to  find  the 
owner.  I  added  that  perhaps  they  could 
help  me.  The  cops  laughed  and  one  said, 
“Yeah,  you’ll  find  the  owner  alright. .in 
court.” 

I  was  arrested  and  charged  with  two 
counts  of  trespass  and  one  count  of  bur¬ 
glary  for  removing  the  lock.  I  spent  five 
days  in  jail  before  I  was  “ORed”  (re¬ 
leased  on  own  recognizance).  The  DA 
decided  to  prosecute— they  wanted  to 
make  an  example  of  me. 

NMN  Had  anyone  been  arrested  for 
squatting  in  San  Francisco  prior  to  that? 

Yes.  I  was  the  25th  case  but  the  first 
they  took  to  trial  because,  I  think,  we  drew 
a  lot  of  publicity  to  the  case.  We  held  a 
press  conference  shortly  after  my  bust. 
So  they  took  me  to  trial  where  the  judge 
threw  out  the  trespassing  charges  because 
it  was  not  a  dwelling  place  and  because  I’d 
only  been  there  a  few  minutes.  The  DA 
had  also  decided  to  prosecute  me  for 
burglary.  According  to  my  lawyer,  his 
superiors  had  ordered  him  to  pursue  this 
case. 

We  then  tried  to  subpoena  the  Mayor 
to  testify  about  the  homeless  issue  but  the 
DA  argued  that  she  was  incompetent  on 
this  issue.  After  we  saw  her  program  for 
the  city’s  homeless,  we  realized  that  the 


The  trial  began  and  the  witness  who 
the  DA  had  called  as  the  owner,  James 
Finney,  admitted  that  he  didn’t,  in  fact, 
own  the  house  because  it  hadn’t  been 
probated.  He  had  some  things  stored 
there  and  had  lived  there  and  was  one  of 
the  potential  heirs.  But  he  lived  down  the 
street. 

NMN  So,  he  was  actually  squatting!? 

My  lawyer  made  that  point  in  his 
motion.  If  I  was  trespassing,  James 
Finney  was  trespassing  as  well.  That 
destroyed  the  case.  To  make  it  a  squat¬ 
ter’s  case  instead  of  a  burgulary  case,  we 
put  four  witnesses  who  knew  my  history 
and  intentions  to  squat,  on  the  stand. 
They  included  my  brother,  who  expound¬ 
ed  on  his  theories  of  occupancy  and 
adverse  possession  and  a  clerk  in  the  Tax 
Assesor’s  office  whom  I’d  made  friends 
with  during  the  many  times  I  had  checked 
out  the  tax  records  on  abandoned  houses. 

NMNYour  brother  is  also  a  squatter. 
How  long  has  he  been  doing  it? 

For  about  1 8  months  now.  He’s  been 
in  and  out  of  court,  but  when  the  owner 
prosecuted,  it  was  done  in  the  wrong  court 
so  it  will  go  on.  In  my  trial,  the  jury  came 
back  in  after  two  horns  to  rehear  my 
testimony  about  what  I  was  doing  with  the 
lock  and  for  instructions  from  the  bench 
about  property  law.  The  judge  refused  to 
instruct  them,  saying,  I  guess,  that  it  was 
up  to  them  to  decide  what  the  law  was. 
Essentially,  they  were  making  law.  The 
jury  then  returned  in  five  minutes  with  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty.  In  talking  with  the 
jury  foreman  and  one  of  the  jurors,  we 
discovered  that  they  had  focused  in  on  the 
issue  right  away.  That  is,  if  no  one  owns 
the  house,  then  how  can  this  guy  be 
charged  with  stealing  that  person’s  lock? 

We  were  elated  and  held  another  press 
conference  in  front  of  City  Hall. 
NMNWho  defended  you? 

John  McCurty  of  the  West  Bay  Legal 
Co-Op.  They’re  active  in  tenants’  rights 
cases  and  defended  me  without  charge.  It 
was  a  good  squatter’s  case. 

NMNIs  the  DA  appealing  the  decision? 

No. 

NMN  Do  you  think  more  squatters  will 
be  prosecuted  here? 

1  don’t  know  what  they  will  do.  There 
were  a  couple  of  people  busted  a  few  days 
later  in  a  house  out  on  6th  Avenue  but  the 


NMN  Give  us  a  little  background  on 
yourself 

I’ve  been  involved  in  the  tenants’ 
movement  and  legal  aid.  I  spent  the  last 
10  years  in  Portland  where  we  had  a 
successful  2  year  rent  strike  against  a  land 
speculator  landlord  who  was  letting  our 
house  deteriorate.  Eventually  he  evicted 
all  the  tenants,  tore  down  the  house  and  is 
now  building  apartments  there. 

NMN  What  kind  of  work  do  you  do? 

Oh  God.  (laughter)  For  the  past  5  or  6 
years  I’ve  been  a  surveying  chainman, 
chopped  brush,  pounded  stakes  and 
plumb  bobbed.  All  fun  work,  healthy  and 
outdoors.  I  learned  surveying  in  the 
Peace  Corps  in  India  from  1964-’66, 
when  the  Vietnam  war  was  heating  up.  It 
really  affected  me  and  made  me  realize 
the  Peace  Corps  is  cultural  imperialism 
and  that  we  were  being  used  as  an  arm  of 
US  policy. 

After  that  I  landed  at  San  Francisco 
State  in  1 966  and  got  involved  with  draft 
resistance,  encouraging  people  to  turn  in 
their  draft  cards,  which  I  had  done.  I 
think  we  were  too  willing  to  go  to  jail.  We 
didn’t  fight  it.  When  I  got  busted,  I  didn’t 
even  have  an  attorney.  I  made  my  own 
statement  before  the  court  and  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  two  years  for  draft  resistance.  I 
was  in  maximum  security  for  my  first  four 
months.  I  was  the  first  person  arrested 
under  the  flag  burning  law  passed  in  1 968. 

I  pled  guilty,  a  mistake,  I  realized  later. 

Alot  of  political  activity  was  going  on 
in  the  prisons  when  I  was  there.  Prisoners 
stopped  fighting  with  each  other  so  much. 

I  made  close  friends  with  fellow  drafters 
and  joined  two  of  them  on  a  commune  in 
Oregon  when  I  got  out.  Later  I  lived  with 
a  lawyer  in  Portland  and  worked  with  her 
and  her  associates  on  legal  representation  . 
for  prisoners. 

We  here  delete  a  few  dozen  jobs  of  the 
sort  held  by  one  who  would  hold  title  as 
general  secretary  of  the  IWW,  which  Mr. 
Kangas  did  in  Portland.  Onward! 

NMN  Do  you  have  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  squatters  there  are  in  San 
Francisco? 

Well,  fellow  squatters  and  I  have  come 
up  with  a  figure  of  1,000,  but  we  can’t 
really  know  because  squatters  are  by 
necessity  quiet  about  what  they’re  doing 
and  don’t  hang  out  where  they  can  be 
tallied  by  the  police.  It’s  amazing  how 
many  abandoned  houses  and  buildings 
there  are  in  this  city.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
look.  I  found  20  in  just  a  couple  of 
months. 


NMN  How  do  you  spot  an  abandoned 
house? 

It  looks  like  there’s  no  life  there-no 
curtains  on  the  windows,  overgrown  yard, 
signs  of  deterioration. 

NMN  What  property  abandonment  laws 
govern  squatting? 

It’s  an  area  in  which  there  is  not  much 
law.  It’s  a  hole  in  the  law.  There  are  some 
legal  precedents  that  go  back  to  English 
law  but  even  lawyers  don’t  know  much 
about  it.  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  legal  question 
anyway.  It’s  a  social  question.  Our 
program  is  that  these  houses  are  aban¬ 
doned  and  should  be  used.  People  have  to 
be  willing  to  put  themselves  out  to  chal¬ 
lenge  it.  I  did  my  research,  chose  a  house 
that  nobody  owned  and  won  my  case. 

NMN  Where  and  how  do  you  do  the 
research? 

There  are  public  records  on  microfiche 
at  City  Hall.  With  an  address  you  can  get 
a  lot  and  block  number.  With  those  you 
walk  down  the  hall  to  the  Tax  Assessor’s 
office  and  look  at  the  records  to  see  if 
taxes  have  been  paid  on  the  property.  One 
key  is  if  you’ve  checked  out  a  house  to 
make  sure  it’s  abandoned  and  find  that  the 
owner  is  listed  as  living  there.  The  owner 
might  be  dead,  as  happened  in  my  case, 
and  you  are  free  to  pay  taxes  on  a  house  in 
that  case.  Anyone  can  walk  in  and  pay 
taxes  on  a  house.  If  the  owner  later  pays 
taxes  and  challenges  you,  you  get  your  tax 
money  back.  It’s  a  good  way  to  go.  The 
state  takes  over  abandoned  property  five 
years  after  taxes  haven’t  been  paid,  but 
they’re  not  usually  in  very  good  shape 
after  that  long  unattended  anyway  be¬ 
tween  the  weather,  vandals  and  arson. 

NMN  What’s  the  next  step?  You ’ve  done 
your  research,  chosen  the  place,  then 
what? 

The  best  thing  to  do  is  change  the  lock 
the  first  time  you’re  there.  Remove  the 
cylinder.  Take  it  to  a  locksmith.  Have  it 
rekeyed  and  put  it  back  in.  Also,  squatters 
should  talk  to  neighbors  before  moving  in. 
Many  neighbors  welcome  squatters  who 
will  responsibly  occupy  abandoned 
places  which  can  otherwise  become  un¬ 
sightly  hazards.  After  moving  in,  start 
fixing  up  right  away.  Clean  up  garbage, 
mow  the  lawn,  make  a  garden,  paint,  roof, 
repair  windows  and  you  can  get  com¬ 
munity  support.  The  best  way  to  move  in 
is  “openly  and  notoriously”  as  it’s  called 
in  law.  Pay  taxes  on  an  abandoned  house 
for  five  years  and  it  legally  becomes 
yours. 

NMN  Is  the  movement  growing  here? 

In  San  Francisco  there  are  just  a  few 
isolated  people  involved  right  now.  It 
hasn’t  coalesced  into  a  movement  but  it  is 
beginning  to.  It  is  a  very  hard  thing  to  do. 
It’s  important  to  keep  a  sense  of  class 
consciousness  about  it.  It  is  a  class  war  in 
a  lot  of  ways— what  can  I  say? 


DA  was  right. 


charges  were  dropped. 
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Swiss  American 
Shut  Down 

The  Swiss  American  Hotel  on 
Broadway  near  Columbus  (North  Beach 
at  the  edge  of  Chinatown),  is  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  dwindling  number  of  resid¬ 
ential  hotels.  Since  1979  the  property  has 
been  owned  by  Hong  Kong  film  producer 
Wai  Lo  and  his  wife,  Li  Hwa  Hsu.  It  has 
been  managed  for  them  since  1 980  by  the 
San  Francisco  realty  management  firm  of 
Hogan  &  Vest,  owned  by  Bernard 
Stalder. 

These  owners  and  their  manager  at¬ 
tempt  a  mass  eviction  of  the  building 
when  they  took  over  the  actual  operation 
in  September  1980.  Encountering  tenant 
resistance  they  dropped  the  attempt.  But 
in  the  year  following  they  managed  the 
hotel  with  such  disregard  for  tenants’ 
safety,  health,  and  comfort  that  many 
moved  away.  During  this  time  (  Sept. 
1980  to  Sept.  1981)  Hogan  &  Vest 
(Bernard  Stalder)  and  the  resident  man¬ 
ager  would  repeatedly  tell  tenants  not  to 
worry,the  problems  would  be  solved,  hotel 
conditions  would  improve  soon.  They 
further  told  tenants  that  the  owner  would 
be  coming  from  Hong  Kong  soon. 

Conditions  in  the  building  included  : 
-a  plague  of  cockroached  and  mice,  with 
rats  seen  in  the  building  as  well. 

— many  broken,  long  unfixed  windows 
—NO  effective  fire  and  smoke  detection 
system,  no  sprinkler  system,  and  only 
discharged  fire  extinguishers. 

— poor  lighting  throughout  the  hotel. 

— a  boiler  which  at  this  writing  has  failed 
twice  and  is  still  turned  on  and  off 
manually  (an  erratically)  though  a  timer 
exists  and  a  heating  system  which  turns 
some  rooms  into  ovens  in  order  to  warm 
others. 

— clogged,  backed  up  and  overflowing 
toilets  with  sewage  freely  spilling  to  the 
floors  and  then  into  the  carpets  and 
tenants’  rooms. 

— people  who  died  in  their  rooms  were 
discovered  days  later  due  to  the  smell. 
This  occurred  twice  as  well  as  someone 
falling  to  his  death  from  the  unsecured 
roof. 

— literally  rotten  plumbing  in  various 
hotel  locations,  some  of  which  led  to 
health  threatening  situations. 

— for  a  long  time  no  locking  street  door 
and  padlocked  fire  exit  doors. 

— very  poor  security  in  the  building,  ab¬ 
sence  of  sufficient  desk-maintenance,  etc. 
— renting  of  rooms  to  almost  anyone 
(when  they  wanted  rooms  full)  up  until 
September,  1981;  since  then  refusal  to 
rent  rooms  to  anyone. 

—  presence  of  long  tolerated  nuisance 
tenants,  people  who  terrorized  others  and 
made  living  here  a  kind  of  crash  course  in 
war-zone  survival. 

— a  demonstrated  attitude  of  hostility  to¬ 
ward  tenants  and  a  regard  of  them  as 
useful  only  because  they  pay  rent. 

In  September  1981,  the  owners’  agent 
tried  again  to  mass  evict  the  hotel,  alleging 
need  of  substantial  rehabilitation.  This 
attempt  was  stopped  through  legal  action 
initiated  by  SFNLAF.  And  only  at  this 
point,  after  two  years  of  listening  to  pro¬ 
mises  which  led  nowhere,  did  the  tenants 
of  the  hotel  decide  to  take  action  against 
the  owners.  On  December  31,  1981  we  . 
sued  Wai  Lo,  LiHwa  Hsu,  Chang  Soo 
Kim,  Hogan  &  Vest  and  Bernard  Stalder 
in  Superior  Court.  The  action  was  filed  by 
our  attorney  Gabriel  Gesmer  of  the  firm 
Lenvin  and  Gesmer. 

We  are  suing,  among  other  things  for  the 
continuing  right  of  occupancy  of  this 
building  in  habitable  condition  and  to 
compel  the  owner  to  provide  such  con¬ 
ditions.  We  are  also  suing  for  return  of 
rent  paid  during  all  the  time  the  building 
was  not  habitale.  And  we  seek  damages 
for  the  living  conditions  imposed  on  us  by 
the  owners  and  their  agent  during  this 
time. 

Following  the  filing  of  our  lawsuit 
there  was  an  attempt  by  the  owners  and 
their  agent  to  at  least  appear  to  be 
cooperative  with  the  tenants  and  begin  to 
address  the  long  ingnored  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  deficiency  and  code 
violation  reports.  A  smoke  detector  sys¬ 
tem  was  installed.  It  failed,  however, 


going  off  by  itself  with  apparent  cause 
over  60  times  during  the  next  6  months. 
Some  of  the  long  kicke-in  hotel  doors  were 
replaced-with  illegal  hollow-core  ones.  A 
roof  guard  was  installed-backwards~to 
prevent  over-the-roof  entry  by  intruders. 
Thousands  of  nails  which  had  held  the 
hall  carpeting  down  were  left  in  the  floors 
when,  in  September,  1981,  the  carpets 
were  suddenly  reomved.  The  Board  of 
Health  had  ordered  that  they  be  removed 
or  cleaned.  These  nails  were  left  sticking 
up  from  the  hall  floors  until  the  tenants 
removed  them,  all  10  pounds  of  them. 
This  was  about  the  same  time  that  the 
lobby  vending  machines  were  removed 
from  the  hotel. 

We  went  on  RENT  STRIKE  in  Oct¬ 
ober,  1981  and  have  since  then  deposited 
our  rent  in  a  special  bank  account.  We 
have  twice  used  the  provisions  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia’s  Repair  and  Deduct  Law  to  ac¬ 
complish  repairs  in  the  hotel.  We  have 
had  the  toilets  fixed;  we  reglazed  and 
rehung  the  majority  of  the  broken  win¬ 
dows  in  the  building;  cleaned  and  painted 
the  toilet  rooms,  shower  rooms  and  tub 
rooms;  we  cleaned,  sealed  and  painted  the 
hotel  hall  floors-consequently,  the  roach 
and  rodent  problem  is  virtually  over—;  the 
padlocked  exits  are  now  properly  secured, 
one  is  replaced  with  a  solid  door.  In  short, 
this  place  is  in  a  lot  better  shape  than  when 
we  relied  on  the  owners  and  their  agent  to 
make  it  so.  We  have  done  what  we  did 
without  cooperation  of  any  kind  from 
either  Wai  Lo  or  Hogan  &  Vest  (Bernard 
Stalder). 

Even  no,  though,  the  owners  and  their 
agent  have  professed  a  desire  to  have  this 
litigation  ended.  Our  attempts  to  secure 
meaningful  repair  are  ignored  or  rebuffed 
by  them.  They  seek  removal  of  our 
RENT  STRIKE  signs  form  the  front  of 
the  building  and  they  have  sought  to  stifle 
our  attmepts  to  publicly  announce  the 
ongoing  facts  of  this  situation.  Their 
resident  manager’s  primary  function  is  to 
spy  on  tenants,  reporting  all  “irregular¬ 
ities”  to  the  owner’s  agent.  It  is  pretty 
clear  that  with  regard  to  this  hotel  their 
attitude  has  not  changed.  They  show  no 
intention  of  upgrading  it  to  the  level  of 
minimum  standards  of  habitability.  A 
year  ago  one  of  the  city’s  building  in¬ 
spectors  cited  the  rear  emergency  exit 
stairs  as  being  unsafe.  They  are  sitll 
unsafe  inspite  of  several  “repairs”  made 
by  their  contractor. 

Hogan  &  Vest  manage  over  100 
buildings  in  Chinatown  and  North  Beach, 
mostly  for  absentee  landlords.  They 
manage  the  Swiss  American  Hotel  and 
have  managed  it  for  two  and  one  half 
years.  They  are  and  have  long  been  aware 
of  the  conditions  here.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
assume  this  hotel  is  so  differently  oper¬ 
ated  than  the  others  they  manage?  It  is 
difficult  to  obtain  information  about  this 
from  other  places,  and  especially  China¬ 
town.  But  we  have  direct  experience  of  1 
this  firm’s  management  policies  regarding 
the  Swiss  American.  The  Swiss  Amer¬ 
ican  Hotel  used  to  be  a  pretty  good 
residential  hotel.  It’s  downhill  slide  be-  ! 
came  apparent  and  very  significantly 
worsened  under  the  present  ownership/-  ' 
management  regime,  in  which  absentee 
ownership  combined  with  foreign  capital ! 
and  Hogan  &  Vest  management  have  \ 
produced  one  more  San  Francisco  low-  j 
rent  residential  hotel  threatened  with  ex-  < 
tinction. 

In  the  present  instance  the  tenants  are  \ 
fighting  back,  in  court  and  out.  We  do  not  i 
intend  to  be  swept  away.  We  do  not* 
'intend  to  participate  in  the  slow  death  of' 
low-income  housing  in  the  City;  and  we  < 
do  not  accept  the  notion,  so  seemingly  ] 
wide-spread,  that  low-income  housing  is  * 
“less  desirable”  housing  and  its  inhab-' 
itants  should  shut  up,  take  what  is  given  ] 
them,  do  what  they  are  told,  and  not  make  J 
waves.  We  did  not  seek  the  war  that  has  \ 
been  waged  on  us  for  three  years. 
Hopefully  we  will  not  lose  it. 


NMN  Meeting/Notes 


GENERAL  MEETING  -  May  16 
Bill  Butcher,  Chair 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Kathy  -  Bargain  Matinee  for  Children  at 
Rocky  Theatre  -  needs  assistance  in 
setting  up  Saturday  Matinees. 

Mike  Mosher  -  reports  on  follow-up  by 
residents  of  Lider  St.  need  help  in  raising 
funds  for  project  as  the  City  will  not  help. 
NORTH  MISSION  ARTS  COALITION 
Mike  reports  two  dozen  people  at  each 
meeting  who  represent  various  groups 
in  the  arts.  Their  goal  is  to  publicize 
events  in  the  area.  Neighborhood  party 
on  weekend  of  the  4th  of  July  to  call 
attention  citywide  to  activities  of  this 
;  neighborhood.  “The  art  of  survival  is  the 
survival  of  the  arts.”  Group  working  with 
i  Roxie  Theatre.  Meetings  Tuesday  at  8 
|  pm,  Motion  Arts. 

|  Dan  Dereszynski  asks  that  we  support 
the  paper  by  using  the  merchant’  coupons. 
Maggie  Leigh,  Director  of  Mailing 
Committee  asks  for  volunteers  to  help 
with  mailing  of  newspaper.  Meeting  of 
committee  Friday,  May  20  at  Marlis 
Bench’s  house,  40  Albion  St.  #  1,  7:30 
p.m. 

AGENDA: 

Hampton’s  Rug  Cleaners.  Planning 
Dept,  will  oppose  Hampton’s  cleaners 
from  using  the  present  site  for  commercial 
use.  NMA  supports  Mr.  Hampton’s  right 
to  remain  in  location.  NMA  to  go  before 
Planning  Commission,  Thursday,  May 
19  at  3  p.m.,  Room  282,  City  Hall. 
DOUBLING  UP  IN  HOTEL  ROOMS  - 
General  Assistance  program  is  planning 
to  cut  back  on  its  shelter  program  and  to 
double  up  people  in  each  hotel  room. 
There  are  approximately  859  people 
affected  who  will  be  expected  to  live  in 
392  hotel  rooms  now  available.  All  the 
hotels  contracted  by  the  City  are  either 
owned  or  leased  by  Charly  Patel.  There 
appears  not  to  have  been  any  competitive 
bidding  or  a  service  contract 
NMA  in  contact  with  Supervisors 
Hongisto,  Ward  and  Silver  requesting 
information  on  how  this  decision  was 
made  and  what  standards  of  performance 
are  required  of  the  hotels  involved. 
MOTION  to  work  with  other  groups  to 
have  a  demonstration  in  front  of  the  Dept 
of  Social  Services  at  1 70  Otis  against  the 
G.A.  shelter  program.  Passed. 

Shelter  groups  meeting  Wednesday,  May 
18  at  4  p.m.  at  1  Golden  Gate  Avenue. 
VICTOR  MILLER  discussed  the  status 
of  Floyd  Andrews  building,  the  Valencia 
Hotel,  now  unoccupied  and  on  jacks.  A 
cement  floor  was  put  under  the  building 
instead  of  a  cement  foundation. 
MOTION  that  President  Ruth  Lopez 
coordinate  making  contact  with  Floyd 
Andrews  to  answer  the  questions  about 
current  status  of  his  building  and  also  to 
contact  San  Francisco  Organizing  Project 
and  any  other  concerned  individuals  or 
groups  who  might  be  interested  con¬ 
cerning  the  purchase  of  the  Valencia 
Hotel.  Passed. 

BAYVIEW  PROJECT  -  Ruth  Lopez 
getting  involved  in  coalition  called 
“Mission  Bay  Alert”  concerned  with 
educating  people  to  danger  of  project. 
There  are  plans  for  organized  demon¬ 
strations  in  opposition  to  the  project  and 
alternative  planning  for  the  area. 
MOTION  that  NMA  form  a  committee 
to  oppose  Misson  Bay  Project.  Passed. 
Coordinator  Liz  Malazzo,  phone  : 
863-6428. 


David  Suter 


ANNOUNCEMENT  -  Amie  Lemer 
encourages  all  to  see  Exhibit  at  City  Hall 
on  rehabilitation  of  housing  sponsored  by 
Housing  Corp.  of  San  Francisco. 
RICHARD  WITWER  spoke  concerning 
his  forthcoming  eviction  because  as- 
his  forthcoming  eviction  because  as 
manager  of  the  property  where  he  lives  he 
was  asked  by  Heritage  Realty,  new 
was  asked  by  Heritage  Realty,  new 
owner,  to  help  them  persuade  the  present 
tenants  to  move  out.  He  was  offered  $  1 00 
for  each  apartment  he  was  able  to  vacate. 
The  NMA  is  monitoring  Mr.  Witwer’s 
situation. 

TREASURY  REPORT 

$29.00  in  checking,  $853  in  savings,  $50 

in  donation.  Total:  $1,033. 

MOTION  TO  SUPPORT  legislation 
that  would  require  landlords  to  pay  5% 
interest  on  security  deposits  and  last 
month’s  rent  to  tenants  once  a  year. 
Passed.  Ruth  Lopez  to  speak  for  leg¬ 
islation  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
MEETING  ADJOURNED 
Denise  D’Anne 

SPECIAL  EXECUTIVE 
BOARD  MEETING  May  11,  1983 
Present:  Maggie  Leigh,  Bill  Butcher, 
Denise  D’Anne,  Ruth  Lopez,  Dan 
Dereszynski  (Officers)  Victor  Miller, C- 
oordinator  and  Elizabeth  Anello, 
Member 

BENEFIT-“Honey  Bucket”-  60  to  70 
people  attended  performance.  May  7. 
Vanguard  Foundation  is  being  ap¬ 
proached  to  underwrite  costs  of  benefit. 
No  financial  report  given  on  benefit. 
DISCUSSION-  as  to  why  benefit  was 
sponsored  by  NMA  when  the  Executive 
Board  voted  not  to  go  ahead  with  project. 

It  appears  there  was  a  communications 
problem  surrounding  this  issue  as  well  as 
procedural  problems.  The  Board  at  its 
last  meeting  decided  on  the  proper  proc¬ 
edures  for  any  future  benefits. 

MOTION  to  create  office  of  Director  of 
Mailing  to  coordinate  all  mailing  under 
direction  of  President  Passed. 

MOTION  to  appoint  Maggie  Leigh, 
Director  of  Mailing.  Passed. 

MOTION  to  create  Director  of  Arts 
under  the  direction  of  President.  Passed 
3-2. 

MOTION  to  appoint  Mike  Mosher, 
Director  of  Arts.  Passed. 

MOTION  to  create  Director  of  Finance 
under  the  direction  of  President  Passed. 
MOTION  to  appoint  Victor  Miller, 
Directr  of  Finance.  Passed. 

MOTIO  that  Director  of  Finance  prepare 
feasibility  study  for  all  fund  raising  act¬ 
ivities  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Executive 
Board  before  any  commitment  can  be 
made;  to  develope  overall  fund  raising 
plans  for  self-sufficiency  of  NMA  to  in¬ 
clude  annual  budget;  to  serve  under  the 
direction  of  the  President.  Director  of 
Finance,  Victor  Miller,  as  staff  employee 
to  devote  most  of  his  time  for  the  next 
three  months  to  planning  for  the  finances 
of  the  organization  with  the  understanding 
that  at  least  ten  (10)  hours  will  be  devoted 
to  community  work  as  the  President  sees 
fit  Passed. 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  elects  Ruth 
Lopez,  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
NMA. 

DAN  DERESZYNSKI  nominated  by 
Ruth  Lopez  as  Vice  President  of  North 
Mission  Association  and  Board  of  Dir¬ 
ectors  appoints  Dan  Dereszynski  as 
president  of  North  Mission  News. 
Passed. 

MOTION  to  accept  nomination  of  Bill 
Butcher 

Motion  to  Accept  nomination  of  Bill 
Butcher  and  Ruth  Lopez  as  members  of 
the  By-Laws  Committee.  Passed 
BILL  BUTCHER  to  chair  general  meet¬ 
ings  and  take  on  responsibility  for  the 
preparation  and  agenda  of  the  general 
meetings. 

Denise  D’Anne 
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continued  from  page  4 

Gilford’s  Guillotine:  Police 
Lieutenant’s  Plan  to  Pack  ’Em  In 

The  Gilford  Plan,  as  outlined  in  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  on  3/29/8  3 ,  is  a  masterpiece 
of  simplicity,  disguised  by  four  pages  of  irrelevant  figures  and  price  breakdowns.  That 
cannot  hide  a  crude  politically  pragmatic  soultion:  lay  out  $200  a  month  for  392  hotel 
rooms;  give  everybody  a  two-week  rent  voucher,  be  it  859  (Gilford’s  minimum  figure) 
or  2000  people;  get  the  homeless  packed  (like  cordwood  if  need  be)  into  these  200 
rooms  and  scatter  the  rest  in  groups  of  80  at  4  shelters.  Nearly  1200  people  are  thus 
housed  and,  aside  from  the  short-lived  low-pay  job  program,  that’s  it.  That’s  all  they 
get-housed. 

The  city  spends  about  $1.5  million  to  hide  away  the  embarrassment  of  a  visible 
army  of  destitute  men  and  women.  This  is  not  greatly  different  from  the  way  the  lepers, 
the  mad  and  those  considered  “not  normal”  were  locked  away  in  what  we  once  referred 
to  as  less  enlightened  times. 

What  about  the  issue  of  inalienable  rights?  The  obligation  to  guarantee  a  bare 
minimum  of  human  dignity  that  if  not  provided,  degrades  the  entire  social  system. 
What  about  all  those  things  supposedly  inherent  in  the  workings  of  the  American  way  of 
life?  This  isn’t  just  a  housing  issue;  what’s  at  issue  is  an  apparent  abandonment  of  the 
common  moral  basis  to  which  any  govement  and  any  administration  must  adhere  or 
lose  all  legitimacy.  So  despite  the  dog  and  pony  shows  downtown,  ccrocodile  tears  and 
billboards,  that’s  what’s  up;  and  what’  coming  down  is  flat  out  rule  by  force  and  power 
no  frills  government. 

What  is  particularly  obnoxious  about  the  Gilford  plan  is  the  obvious  manipulation 
of  statistics  to  cover  up  the  callousness  of  its  design  with  the  ever-convenient  excuse  of 
cost  effectivness.  This  supposedly  “realistic”  attitude  is  bom  of  the  hardness  of  the 
times,  not  the  harshness  of  the  Administrators,  we  are  led  to  believe. 

That  is  a  contrived  lie.  On  page  one  of  the  Gilford  plan  we  are  told  that  the 
homeless  program  (including  those  in  the  hotels)  currently  provides  shelter  for  1100 
people  at  a  cost  of  $2. 1  million  dollars  annually.  Thirty  percent  of  the  total  or  3  30  of 
these  are  trying  to  survive  the  overpriced  intricacy  of  San  Francisco  living  on  one  of  the 
frequently  late,  pitifully  inadequate  forms  of  public  support  that  ultimately  gush  and 
trickle  down  (depending  on  political  climate)  from  that  classic  dehumanization 
machine  the  Department  of  Social  Services.  Whether  it’s  S.S.  I.  or  one  of  the  other 
three  letter  acronyms,  usually  you’ve  got  just  enough  to  live  on  with  no  margin  for  error 
and  no  room  for  bad  luck.  It’s  easy  to  be  suddenly  broke  and  out  on  the  streets,  but 
that’s  your  problem;  if  you  blew  it  and  wind  up  in  the  shelter,  friendly  Lieutenant 
Gilford  has  a  name  for  you.  It’s  “double  dipper”.  You  are  benefitting  from  two 
programs  at  once!  Gilford’s  proposal  to  our  honored  May  indicates  that  330  of  the 
1 100  homeless  in  the  sheltered  program  are  in  fact  double  dipping;  they  are  therefore 
dismissed  without  any  further  consideration  from  anyone. 

The  above  information  is  on  page  one.  There  is  quite  a  different  version  of  the  same 
information  on  page  five.  Here,  a  bit  of  the  old  shell  game  comes  out  in  a  rather  shifty 
maneuver  by  the  aptly  named  “Mayor’s  Office  of  Criminal  Justice.” 

This  gorilla  would  never  call  it  fraudulent,  misleading  or  dishonest  when  the  non- 
judgmental  term  of  “pea  brain”  will  do  just  as  well.  The  Gilford  maneuver  works  like 
this: 

1 .)  When  330  double-dippers  are  eliminated  from  the  total  1100  homeless  population, 
there  should  be  an  equal  decrease  in  the  total  budget  by  30%  since  it  costs  30%  less  to 
house  30%  fewer  people.  Instead,  the  budget  for  the  reduced  amount  of  homeless,  770, 
stays  the  same  at  $2.1  million,  giving  a  falsely  inflationary  pricetag  to  the  shelter 
system.  The  correct  annual  cost  should  be  $1.4  million. 

2)  On  page  one  of  the  Gilford  plan,  the  1 100  people  in  the  homeless  program  include 
the  275  people  housed  in  hotels.  The  cost  of  housing  these  people  is  covered  in  the  $2. 1 
million  annual  budget.  On  the  way  to  page  5,  something  goes  amiss.  The  275  people 
in  hotels  are  put  forward  as  a  separate  group  requiring  an  additional  657,  000. 

This  simple  sleight-of-typewriter  trick  gives  the  misleading  figure  of  $2,757,000  a 
year  to  shelter  1 ,045  people.  (We  started  with  1 1 00  so  I  guess  5  5  were  somehow  lost  in 
the  shuffle,  and  a  fast  shuffle  it  was!)  Given  this  unusual  accounting  system  .which  one 
might  call  double-debitting,  it  is  small  wonder  that  the  Gilford  Plan  appears  to  house 
more  people  per  year  (1,179)  for  less  money  (1.4  million  a  year). 

If  the  shelter  system  is  looked  at  in  a  slightly  less  imaginative  manner,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Gilford  Proposal’s  principal  method  is  to  cram  whatever  number  of  homeless 
who  avail  themselves  to  that  opportunity  in  the  3  92  hotel  rooms  as  the  no-nonsense 
police  lieutenant  goes  merrily  about  slashing  bed  space  in  existing  shelters  by  75%.  It 
can  be  seen  that  this  damned  Draconian  program  is,  on  top  of  everything  else,  more 
expensive  that  the  shelter  system  that  it  replaced. 

Ther  is  one  final,  hard,  economic  fact  to  consider:  despite  all  this  talk  of  millions  for 
this  and  that,  at  the  end  of  March  there  was  $270,000  available,  more  or  less  enough 
money  to  run  either  of  the  programs  until  June.  After  June  it’s  time  for  dancing  in  the 
streets  again. 

If  it  is  the  intent  of  the  Mayor’s  office,  its  criminal  justice  Social  Service,  and  good¬ 
bye  grafitti  minions  to  rid  the  city  of  those  on  the  bottom  rung  of  the  economic  ladder, 
they’re  doing  just  fine.  Of  course  that  means  we’re  all  closer  to  the  bottom,  but  that’s  life 
in  the  big  city. 

We  began  this  series  of  articles  back  in  December,  little  realizing  that  we  would  be 
chronicalling  a  lingering  tragedy  as  a  new,  and  yet,  by  the  nature  of  their  circumstances, 
vanishing  class  of  San  Franciscans  were  hyped,  then  harrassed,  then  hidden,  having 
become  disposable  on  the  way  to  being  dispossessed.  With  only  400  days  before  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  where  our  Mayor  aspires  to  an  office  once  described 
as  not  worth  a  pitcher  of  warm  spit,  even  the  natives  are  shocked  at  the  ruthlessness  of 
the  pre-game  events. 

Why  1 3  Burning  Rats  Over  The  Gartland  Pit  Are  Better  For 
You  Than  The  Dept.of  Social  Services 

Although  dozens  of  people  passed  the  intersection  of  1 6th  and  Valencia  in  the  pre-dawn 
hours  of  Sunday  morning  in  the  month  of  May,  1 983,  nobody  said  a  negative  word  or 
phoned  the  authorities;  a  few  sixties  throwbacks  gave  the  raised  fist  or  the  old  pass 
words  “Right  On”  but  in  the  two  hours  that  20  or  so  Rats  for  Profit  labored  away  no  one 
challenged  the  tour  de  force  in  public  interest  vandalism  by  the  outlaw  warriors.  The  for 
sale  signs  of  Skyline  Realty  that  had  lasted  less  than  24  hours  when  hung  on  the  chain 
link  fence  last  April,  were  now  back  with  some  spelling  corrections  and  message 
enhancement.  It  was  a  bad  night  for  the  owner  Beatrice  Presantwhose  less  than 
conscientious  upkeep  on  the  Gartland  had  led  to  the  deaths  of  25  people  and  who  now,  7 


and  1/2  years  later,  suddenly  has  a  property  with  a  sale  value  of  Zero  Dollars.  But  it 
was  a  good  week  that  followed  for  everybody  else  because  they  looked  across  the  pit 
where  the  building  once  stood  and  thought  about  the  lethal  way  things  happened  to 
people  weak  in  the  bank  account  that  weren’t  strong  among  themselves.  People  talked 
about  the  burning  rats  and  they  were  on  the  whole  pleased  that  “there  must  have  been  a 
whole  bunch  of  them  rats”.  “People  must  have  seen  them.”  “  Yeah”.  Over  at  Lucky’s 
Cafeteria  this  gorilla  listened  to  the  low  income  breakfast  chatter,  much  of  it  focused  on 
the  wall  and  how  somehow  these  “rats  for  profit”  had  said  pretty  boldy  what  had  been 
accepted  pretty  generally.  “Must  have  been  alot  of  them”.  “Yeah,  must  have.’  The 
message  to  Frank  Lembi  and  Skyline  was  clear:  No  blood  money  now.  No  blood 
money  ever.  Go  find  yourself  some  honest  work  Frank,  we  don’t  like  graverobbers 
around  here. 

Mean,  negative,  hard,  nasty  stuff  the  gorilla  is  into  this  month,  you  say.  Well  apes 
are  not  blessed  by  the  civilized  rationality  of  the  master  planners  and  super  social 
workers  who  write  the  reasonable  proposals  that  open  the  purses  of  paternalism  just 
wide  enough  to  pay  for  the  jobs  of  the  people  that  will  issue  the  tickets  to  hell.  This 
gorilla’s  looking  at  a  wall  with  1 3  burning  rats  on  it  and  what  crosses  his  mind  is  meaner, 
more  negative,  harder,  nastier  stuff,  for  which  he  offer  no  apologies. 


The  homeless  men  and  women  living  on  San  Francisco’s  streets  are  manipulated, 
written  off  and  disenfranchized  by  the  city,  the  political  maneuvers  and  the  scenario 
writers  just  as  the  residents  of  the  Gartland  Apartments  were  manipulated,  written  off 
and  disenfranchised  by  the  negligence  of  one  avaricious  woman. 


DISPUTES  DRIVING  YOU 

BATTY  ? 


CALL  COMMUNITY  BOARDS  ! 

FREE  /  EFFECTIVE  /  INFORMAL 
Tjtv  Dispute  Resolution  By  Trained  Neighbors 

^  MISSION  :  821-2467 

NOE  /  EUREKA  /  CASTRO  :  821-2470 


tEraber  Yarn’s 

NUMISMATIST  -  DEALER  IN  COINS 

BUY,  SELL  AND  TRADE  RARE  COINS 

APPRAISALS 

• 

Silver,  Silver  Coins 
Stamps  Wanted 
Collections  Needed 

498  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  Calif.  94)03 

Telephone  41 5  863-4417 

863-44 1 6 
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Thrift  Town 

Bob  Foltz  captured  this  double  photo 
feature  from  Thrift  Town’s  10th  An¬ 
niversary  Celebration.  The  May  20th 
event  attracted  support  from  more  than 
800  friends  and  patrons,  including  Aden 
Anderson  and  painter  Lou  Rudolph. 

From  Thrift  Town,  a  special  thanks  to 
all,  and  to  our  Senior  Citizens,  remember 
that  every  Tuesday  is  30%  off  on  all 
purchases. 


n  Jeep 


PHONE  431-3892 


The  Hampton  Rug  Cleaning  Plant  at 
348  Church  Street  was  established  in 
1894  and  has  been  family  owned  and 
operated  ever  since.  It  is  one  of  the 
Mission’s  fine  old  businesses.  The  pre¬ 
sent  owner,  Bob  Hampton,  attended  the 
meeting  in  May  to  ask  for  assistance  in 
convincing  the  Planning  Commission  to 
grant  an  extension  for  special  use,  keeping 
the  plants  at  its  present  location.  At  one| 
time  there  were  seven  such  establish¬ 
ments  in  the  city  but  hapazard  urban¬ 
ization  of  local  neighborhoods  have  el¬ 
iminated  all  but  two  of  them. 

Fine  rugs  should  never  be  cleaned  by 
machines  that  are  used  to  maintain  wall  to 
wall  carpets;  they  instead  require  im¬ 
mersion  baths,  follwoed  by  controlled 
drying  in  specially  designed  rooms.  The 
machines  required  to  do  this  are  not  only 
large,  elaborate  and  costly,  they  are 
difficult  and  prohibitively  expensive  for  a 
small  business  to  move.  They  also 
demand  operation  by  artisans  and  can 
only  produce  profits  large  enough  to 
maintain  a  family  run  business. 

Bob  Hampton  began  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  for  his  father  in  1928  at  age  twenty. 
Late  in  the  1950’s  he  modernized  the 
small  plant,  installing  the  automatic  rug 
cleaning  equipment  and  designing  the 
modem  drying  rooms. 

Structurally,  the  plant  remains  much 
the  same  as  it  was  constructed,  having 
survived  the  ’06  earthquake  and  fire 
without  damage.  During  the  diffiuclt 
times  immediately  following  the  quake, 
many  San  Franciscans  depended  upon 
civic-minded  merchants  like  the  Hamp¬ 
tons  and  Hampton  and  Bailey’s  horse  and 
carriage  could  be  seen  travelling  through¬ 
out  the  city,  transporting  people  and  their 
belongings  to  safety  after  the  disaster. 

In  1964  the  area  around  Hampton’s 
was  rezoned  to  accomodate  condominium 
construction.  At  that  time  Bob  Hampton 
was  informed  that  he  should  be  prepared 
to  relocate  by  1 980.  In  1 980  he  requested 
a  ten  year  extension  for  the  right  to 
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continue  operation  at  his  current  address. 
The  Planning  Commission  was  reluctant 
to  grant  his  request,  but  eventually  con¬ 
sented  to  a  three  year  extension  when 
neighbors  and  customers  came  to  his 
support. 

This  year  Mr.  Hampton  requested 
and  was  granted  an  additional  five  year 
extension  for  operations.  He  had  per¬ 
sonally  collected  over  1 ,000  signatures  in 
support  of  his  request.  In  addition,  he  had 
collected  200  signatures  on  a  special 
petition  of  immediate  neighbors,  attesting 
to  a  firm  acceptance  of  his  business  in  the 
neighborhood. 

are  not  only  large,  elaborate  and  costly, 
they  are  also  difficult  and  prohibitively 
expensive  for  a  small  business  to  move. 
They  also  demand  operation  by  artisans 
and  can  only  produce  profits  large  enough 
to  maintain  a  family  run  business. 

As  the  expensive  but  cheaply  cons¬ 
tructed  condos  and  the  “exclusive  little 
shops”  that  tag  along  after  them  have 
encroached  upon  our  neighborhoods, 
these  small  plants  have  not  been  finan¬ 
cially  able  to  relocate  and  one  by  one  most 
of  them  have  been  forced  out  of  business. 

As  Mr.  Hampton  details  the  part¬ 
icular  difficulties  encountered  by  quality 
rug  cleaners,  it  is  easy  to  apply  them  to 
other  small  business  in  the  Mission  as 
they  attempt  to  survive  the  real  estate 
developers’  slipshod  plans  for  smart  and 
expensive  living  in  the  new  buildings  they 
construct. 

Hampton  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  history  of  his  rug  cleaning  plant.  The 
property  was  purchased  by  his  father  in 
1 894  after  he  had  learned  the  business  by 
operating  a  Guerrero  Street  rug  cleaning 
service.  At  that  time,  before  the  age  of  the 
vacuum  cleaner,  he  equipped  the  plant 
with  the  best  and  largest  mechanized  dust 
wheels  available.  These  wheels  were 
used  to  beat  the  carpets.  He  then  took  on  a 
partner  and  established  business  as 
Hampton  and  Bailey  National  Carpet 
Beating  Works. 
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My  friend  Larry  says  that  Americans  are  monochronic.  We  think  of  time  as  being  all  in 
one  line,  moments  strung  out  one  after  another  like  beads  on  a  string.  The  Vietnamese, 
he  says,  are  polychronic.  They  are  much  more  inclined  to  do  many  things  at  once,  and 
to  see  each  moment  as  the  center  of  a  cluster  of  different  events  and  priorities.  While  in 
the  American  mainstream  culture  a  restaurant  is  for  serving  food,  in  Vietnam  it  may 
serve  many  functions.  And  so  it  is  with  the  new  Vietnamese  restaurant  in  our 
neighborhood. 

The  Nha  Trang,  in  the  big  yellow  building  at  260  Valencia,  advertises  itself  as  a 
Vietnamese  restaurant  with  video  games  and  billiards.  In  its  short  tenure  it  has  also 
established  itself  as  a  major  hangout  for  our  Southeast  Asian  neighbors. 

They’ve  got  billiards  tables.  Real  billiards.  There  are  two  green  tables,  about  the 
size  of  football  fields~no  pockets.  I’ve  forgotten  exactly  how  the  game  is  played, but 
there  are  two  white  balls  and  one  red  ball  on  the  table,  and  the  idea  is  to  bounce  one  ball 
off  the  other  two,  with  a  certain  number  of  ricochets  off  the  sides  in  between.  The  night  I 
was  there  the  tables  were  surrounded  by  about  a  dozen  Vietnamese  guys.  Everyone 
seemed  to  be  commenting  on  the  games  at  the  top  of  his  lungs  and  occasionally  someone 
sipping  from  a  tall  glass  of  iced  coffee  with  condensed  milk  added. 

The  dining  area  of  Nha  Trang  is  partitioned  off  from  the  gaming  area  with  a  few 
ineffectual  wooden  slats.  Within  a  few  minutes  you  get  used  to  the  cacaphoy,  but  you 
shouldn’t  go  there  expecting  the  ambience  of  a  classy  French  restaurant.  It’s  defin  itly  a 
boisterous  neighborhood  hang-out. 

My  favorite  dish,  first  time  out,  was  a  Lemon  Beef  salad  (2.50),  shredded  cabbage 
and  carrot  with  celery,  cold  sliced  beef  and  lemon  juice  dressing,  topped  with  chopped 
peanuts.  Somehow  the  Vietnamese  seem  to  get  lemon  flavor  into  just  about  everything, 
and  I  approve.  My  Curry  ($4.20)  was  golden  brown  with  chicken,  beef,  shrimp  and 
vegetables  all  in  the  same  dish.  The  meat  was  a  little  over-done  for  my  taste,  but  the 
sauce  was  tasty  and  the  veggies  were  fresh  and  crisp.  Holiday  had  Five-SpiceChicken 
(4.20)  that  was  scrumptious.  The  serving  was  huge.  It  was  juicy  without  being  greasy, 
slightly  charred  on  the  outside  and  basted  with  a  sauce  whose  flavors  I  couldn’t  identify. 
Our  waitress,  at  the  end  of  the  meal,  brought  us  a  startling  soup  which  she  described  as 
carrot  and  potato.  I  recognized  those  ingredients,  but  the  creamy  soup  seemed  to  have  a 
fish  base.  Astonishingly,  it  tasted  like  butterscotch.  I  was  flabbergasted. 

The  best  soup  is  the  Special  Soup  ($3.00).  They  give  you  a  plate  with  bean  sprouts, 
wintergreen  leaves  and  lettuce  to  add  to  a  steaming  bowl  of  rice  noodles  with  beef 
sausage,  roast  pork  and  shrimp.  The  broth  is  delicate  and  tasty,  making  this  far  superior 
to  the  Special  Hanoi  Soup  ($3.20)  which  was,  to  tell  the  truth,  a  little  greasy.  The 
waitress  will  bring  you  small  jars  of  sweet  Hoisin  sauce  and  spicy  hot  oil  to  dribble  in 
your  soup,  and  you  may  also  get  fresh  sliced  chiles  and  a  wedge  of  lemon.  With  the 
Saigon  special,  I’d  advise  leaving  the  Hoisin  and  hot  oil  alone.  They  drown  out  the 
subtleties. 

The  whole  meal  was  a  surprise.  Holiday’s  chicken  was  accompanied  by  a  few 
leaves  of  lettuce,  with  sliced  cucumber  and  tomato.  On  top  of  the  tomato  was  a  pat  of 
butter— why  I  may  never  know.  The  friendliness  of  the  watresses  (all  the  food  service 
was  done  by  women,  and  all  the  billiards  players  were  men),  the  low  prices  the  delicious 
food-it  was  beyond  my  hopes.  You  can  bet  I’ll  be  back  there  more  than  once. 

If  you’ve  been  wondering  about  the  horrendous  parking  problems  along  Mission 
Street,  the  culprit  is  the  city  Parking  Authority.  The  parking  lot  along  Bartlett  Street, 
behind  Giant  Value,  is  being  tom  up  to  create  a  new  parking  garage,  underground  and  at 
street  level.  When  the  parking  garage  is  complete,  the  Housing  Development  and 
Neighborhood  Preservation  Corporation  will  begin  construction  of  Casa  deLa  Raza, 
a  low-income  housing  development  on  top  of  the  garage.  Parking  will  be  disturbed  at 
least  until  November  or  December,  when  the  garage  is  completed,  and  likely  again 
starting  in  January  when  construction  on  the  housing  is  scheduled  to  begin. 

If  everything  goes  off  according  to  plan,  there  will  be  a  month  or  so  of  breather  over 
the  Christmas  holidays  when  the  garage  will  be  available  before  housing  construction 
begins.  City  engineers  are  working  on  a  plan  to  make  Bartlett  Street  one-way  between 
21st  and  22nd  Streets,  adding  some  additional  parking  places  and  commercial 
loading/unloading  zones  to  ease  the  crunch  for  the  rest  of  this  year.  Until  then,  there 
will  be  a  lot  of  cruising  around  the  block  looking  for  space.  If  you’re  planing  on  driving 
up  Mission  Street  to  go  shopping,  you  might  want  to  walk  instead.  Some  merchants  are 
feeling  the  pinch  already.  Jeanne  at  Modem  Times  Bookstore  says  that  business  has 
fallen  off  drastically  since  construction  began,  and  customers  report  horror  stories  of 
looking  for  parking  spaces. 

I  didn’t  actually  attend  the  graduation  ceremonies  at  New  College  last  month, 
although  I  did  wander  by.  Where  but  at  our  neighborhood  institution  of  higher 
education  would  they  have  a  belly  dancer  at  graduation? 

NewSpaceis  what  they  call  the  new  building  of  New  College  at  762  Valencia.  They 
hold  classes  there,  and  all  sorts  of  cultural  and  political  meetings  and  events  take  place 
there.  I  looked  through  the  space  a  few  days  ago  and  saw  the  beautiful  redwood  deck 
they  are  building  for  the  student  lounge. 

Those  of  you  who  read  my  column  last  month  (You  did  read  my  column  last  month, 
didn’t  you?)  know  I’ll  be  teaching  about  microcomputers  at  New  College  this  summer. 
I’m  really  excited  about  it.  The  classes  will  be  open  to  members  of  the  community.  For 
more  information,  please  call  626-1964. 

The  Record  Factory,  by  the  way,  moved  from  its  former  location  at  Market  and 
Church  up  the  street  to  2215  Market  near  Noe.  The  new  storefront  is  much  smaller 
than  the  old  and,  lo  and  behold,  about  half  the  space  is  devoted  to  selling  computers  and 
computer  paraphenalia  ..  It  used  to  be  that  record  stores  sold  rolling  papers  and  coke 
spoons.  I  think  maybe  computers  are  the  narcotics  of  the  1980’s,  continued  on  page  !(, 
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Gardening  Notes  by  Pam  Pierce 


If  you’ve  purchased  any  seeds  lately,  you  know  that  seed  packets  cost  75  cents 
and  up  .  Each  packet,  at  ever-increasing  prices,  contains  more  seeds  than  the 
average  urban  gardener  can  plant  in  one  season.  One  of  my  carrot  seed  packets  raised 
enough  for  a  75  foot  row.  Even  with  seed  sharing  and  saving  seed  from  season  to 
season,  most  of  us  end  up  throwing  away  a  few  half  full  seed  packets  from  time  to 
time. 

I  recently  discovered  a  seed  company  that  helps  solve  this  problem  by  offering 
20  cent  seed  packets  with  smaller  quantities  of  seed.  Le  Jardin  Du  Gourmet,  a  seed 
mail-order  house  in  Vermont,  began  this  service  when  some  small  promotional 
packets  it  was  offering  brought  a  big  response.  Now  they  sell  over  200  vegetable, 
flower  and  herb  varieties  in  the  20  cent  size.  You  might  get  20-30  or  more  seeds,  or 
as  few  as  4-5  (in  the  case  of  pumpkin,  enough  for  one  hill).  Living  up  to  its  name, 
which  means  gourmet  garden,  the  seed  company  offers  gourmet  French  vegetables, 
allowing  you  to  sample  them  without  paying  a  big  price.  Send  50  cents  for  a 
catalogue  to:  Le  Jardin  du  Gourmet/West  Danville,  Vermont  05875. 

Small  space  city  gardeners  will  also  enjoy  a  1 3  week  series  now  being  shown  on 
KQED  educational  TV  (Channel  32).  It’s  on  square-foot  gardening,  one  variation 
ofthe  French  Intensive  method.  Tune  in  on  Sundays  from  7:00  to  7 :30  pm  through 
June,  July,  and  August. 

The  basic  idea  of  square-foot  gardening  is  to  divide  your  garden  into  4x4  foot 
units,  with  paths  between,  then  plant  these  units  in  square  foot  blocks.  You  are 
advised  how  many  of  each  crop  to  plant  in  a  square  foot.  It  could  be  a  very  efficient 
way  to  estimate  your  harvest  needs  and  to  keep  your  spacein  full  use.  As  for  myself, 

I  doubt  I  could  resist  sparing  the  volunteer  potatoes,  salsify  and  parsley,  even  if  they 
interfered  with  the  gridwork.  You  can  get  a  free  planting  chart  for  the  square  foot 
method  by  sending  a  self-addressed  stamped  business  size  envelope  to:  Square  Foot 
Gardening/ Gerogetown,  Connecticut  06829. 

S.L.U.G.,  the  San  Francisco  League  for  Urban  Gardeners,  recently  sponsored 
a  series  of  three  workshops  on  gardening  subjects.  One  was  given  by  John  Jeavons, 
author  of  the  popular  book  How  to  Grow  More  Vegetables  Than  You  Ever  Thought 
Possible  on  Less  Land  Than  You  Can  Imagine.  John  used  to  have  an  experimental 
garden  in  Palo  Alto,  which,  alas,  was  paved  over  to  make  a  parking  lot.  But  now  he 
has  a  new  research  site  on  which  to  continue  experiments  and  demonstrations  of  the 
intensive  methods  he’s  developing.  If  you  want  to  see  how  he  does  it,  you  can  visit 
his  new  Willits,  CA  site  on  open  house  days  this  summer.  To  find  out  the  schedule 
and  get  a  map,  call  Ecology  Action  in  Palo  Alto  at  328-6752. 

Ecology  Action  runs  another  urban  garden  equipment  and  seed  outlet  at  2225  El 
Camino  in  Palo  Alto  and  their  place  is  worth  a  visit  in  itself.  The  store  sells 
publications,  including  reports  on  their  own  research  on  increasing  yields  for  small 
scale  food  production.  They  also  sell  garden  equipment  and  seeds.  They  offer  a 
second  solution  to  the  “too  much  money  for  too  many  seeds”  problem.  They  sell 
seeds  from  the  teaspoon  out  of  big  glass  jars.  It’s  fun  and  practical.  You  can  get  to  the 
store  by  SamTrans  bus.  Call  first  for  hours. 

The  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners  is  a  valuable  resource  for  SF 
gardeners.  S.L.U.G.  plans  more  gardening  workshops  in  late  summer  and  a  picnic 
for  city  gardeners.  You  can  make  sure  you  find  out  the  dates  and  topics  by  sending 
$5.00  to:  S.L.U.G.  288  9th  Street,  #6,  SF,  CA  94103. 

You’ll  get  the  S.L.U.G.  newsletter  for  one  year,  listing  not  only  S.L.U.G. 
events,  but  other  events  and  information  that  are  of  interest  to  local  gardeners. 
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"Not  Suitable  For  Framing"  is  showing  at  Galeria- 
Museo,  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street, 
San  Francisco,  California,  from  June  1  to  June  30. 
Gallery  hours:  Tuesday  through  Friday  12:00  noon  to 
8:00  pm  and  Saturday  11:00  to  6:00  pm. 


Two  outstanding  Bay  Area  artists,  one  Latino  and  one  North 
American,  combine  their  talents  to  deliver  a  double  message — 
the  brutalization  of  our  people  by  the  continued  nuclear  threat  as 
well  as  by  sometimes  more  subtle  forms  of  political,  social,  or 
artistic  repression.  Rene  Castro  and  Jos  Sances  have  gathered 
eclectic  material  about  the  crucial  events  of  our  times  and  the 
media  which  report  them  into  works  of  art  of  graphic  power  and 
inventiveness  that  call  us  to  question  and  rethink/confront  many 
of  the  important  issues  of  our  lives. 

An  internationally  known  artist,  Rene  Castro,  has  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  distortion  and  manipulation  by  the  media.  Sometimes  he 
turns  media  perspectives  on  their  head  as  in  his  monumental 
tribute  to  conductor  Calvin  Simmons.  In  other  pieces  he  includes 
seemingly  random  clippings  as  commentary  or  satire.  Castro  has 
exhibited  in  France,  Germany,  Japan,  Spain,  and  Mexico,  as  well 
as  in  his  native  Chile  and  in  the  United  States. 

Jos  Sances'  larger-than-life  pieces  cry  out  against  war  and 
militarism,  which  he  views  as  a  kind  of  misguided  machismo. 

"The  state  of  our  society  now  is  linked  to  male  dominance.  I  think 
that  if  women  were  equals,  society  would  be  distinctly  different," 
he  says.  Originally  from  Boston,  Sances  has  exhibited  on  the  East 
Coast  as  well  as  in  California. 

The  unity  of  Castro's  and  Sances'  work  is  in  its  perspective,  in  the 
way  it  questions  the  position  of  the  viewer — and  requires  him/her 
to  look  and  to  question.  Castro  and  Sances  have  created  their  in¬ 
stallation  of  anti-museum  art  specifically  for  the  gallery  space  at 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  using  silk  screen  as  the  major  medium. 
There  are  pieces  on  the  wall,  pieces  on  the  floor  the  viewer  has 
to  step  over,  pieces  the  audience  can  see  through. 

Questioned  about  why  they  decided  to  call  the  exhibit  "Not 
Suitable  For  Framing,"  Castro  laughed:  "Well,  it  is  going  to  be 
really  difficult  to  find  the  right  frame  for  these  pieces." 

Maria  Makela 

MISSION  GRAFICA 

Rene  Castro  and  Jos  Sances  both  work  at  Mission  Grafica,  in  Mis¬ 
sion  Cultural  Center.  Mission  Grafica  is  a  community  oriented 
group  with  emphasis  on  high-quality,  low-cost  service.  It  is  a 
design,  screen  print  and  typesetting  operation.  Call  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  Graphics  Department,  for  a  price  on  your  flyer, 
poster,  design,  or  typesetting  job.  Mission  Grafica  is  located  on 
the  Third  Floor,  Mission  Cultural  Center;  open  9:00  to  5:00, 

Monday  through  Friday. 
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continued  from  page  1 

of-the-valley  and  center  pieces  which 
were  exquisitely  done.  The  stem  of  each 
corsage  was  covered  with  colored  foil  and 
tied  with  corsage  cord  of  varying  colors 
finished  off  with  a  beautiful  corsage  pin.  I 
can  remember  bringing  these  up  to  the 
Taits-Zinkland  Restaurant  on  O’Farrell 
and  Powell  Streets,  to  name  but  one 
customer. 

Now  we  start  walking  back  towards 
the  California  St.  side  of  the  market  to 
Brown-Bachau.  They  were  noted  for  their 
fruits  and  vegetables.  Next  was  Mc- 
Menomy’s  Butcher  Shop.  I  can  see  Mr. 
McMenomy  standing  behind  the  butcher 
block  with  his  stove  pipe  hat  and  his 
starched  collars,  white  apron  and  gown, 
and  especially  his  straw  cuffs.  He  was  a 
very  well  known  butcher  throughout  the 
area.  We  come  to  Charles  C.L.  Goetting 
and  Son,  another  store  containing  fruits 
and  vegetables.  Across  from  them  was 
another  butcher  shop,  this  one  run  by  Mr. 
Nutting,  head  of  the  meat  department. 

Soon  we’re  on  the  East  side  of  the 
market  and  can  see  the  firm  of  O’Brien, 
Sportona  and  Mitchell.  They  used  to 
have  chicken-pickers  who  would  kill  and 
dress  the  chickens.  They  did  a  trem¬ 
endous  business,  especially  around  the 
holidays,  being  famous  for  their  turkeys, 
ducks  and  squabs. 

Continuing  on  our  walking  tour  of  the 
market,  we  come  to  the  superintendent’s 
offices.  Mr.  Brown  was  the  superin¬ 
tendent  then. 

Mr.  H.  Dragon  is  the  next  stop.  He 
owned  the  bakery  which  made  scrump- 
tous  cakes,  pies  and  famous  French 
pastries.  He  had  a  stall  in  the  market, 
which  his  wife  tended.  The  shop  was 
located  at  the  comer  of  Summer  and 
Spring  Streets.  From  there  they  sent  out 
the  goods.  I  used  to  bring  three  shirt  boxes 
of  pastries,  tied  together  with  a  strap,  up  to 
the  Heidleburg  Inn  on  Ellis  Street, 
Goldbergs  and  Bowen  at  Masonic  and 
Haight,  California  and  Divisadero  and 
also  to  their  Sutter  St.  location,  and  up  to 
Brock’s  on  Fillmore  and  Hayes.  One 
morning  in  1913,  I  was  carrying  three 
boxes  of  pastry  on  my  shoulder  and  was 
crossing  Ellis  between  Stockton  and 
Powell  in  the  middle  of  the  block,  when 
from  behind  the  in-bound  #20  car  came  a 
Goodfriend  Hotel  bus.  It  hit  me  and 
knocked  me  down.  All  the  boxes  of  pastry 
were  lost,  not  to  mention  the  fact  that  I 
was  in  the  old  Hahnemann  Hospital  at 
Maple  and  California  Streets  for  about  9 
months.  I  was  severely  hurt  with  7  or  8 
broken  ribs,  a  lacerated  scalp,  fractured 
collar-bone  and  punctured  left  lung.  I  still 
have  quite  a  bit  of  wiring  in  my  body,  but  I 
survived. 

At  the  same  entrance  to  the  market  at 
Summer  and  Spring  Streets,  where  the 
bakery  stood,  was  Mr.  Robert’s  Saloon, 
well  remembered  by  many  of  its  regular 
customers. 

Next  stop  would  be  Doassans,  deal¬ 
ers  in  pork  commodities  such  as  sausages 
and  bacon.  Across  from  them  stood 
Oesting’s  City  of  Berlin,  which  dealt  in 
imported  jams,  relishes  and  groceries. 
Then  across  from  Oesting’s  was  Bayle- 
Lacoste,  dealing  in  the  delicacies  of  tripe 
and  brains. 

Now  we  come  to  the  well-known  firm 
of  Katz  Brothers,  who  were  known  for 
their  first-class  meats.  Before  the  fire  of 
1906,  the  Katz  Brothers  had  a  smoke¬ 
house  at  Union  and  Jones  Streets  ad¬ 
joining  their  homes  and  stables.  I  can 
remember  my  father  taking  me  down  there 
in  his  horse  and  delivery  wagon  and  over 
to  the  smokehouse  and  the  butchers  there 
would  give  me  a  big  hunk  of  bologna  or 
blood  sausage.  I  can  still  taste  how  good 
and  fresh  it  was.  They  catered  to  the 
people  of  the  financial  district  and  from 
Ashbury  Terrace,  Nob  Hill,  Rincon  Hill 


and  Hayes  Valley.  Regular  >  astomers 
were  also  businessmen  from  the  Down¬ 
town  area.  My  father  often  used  to 
deliver  meats  to  these  people.  Phil  Katz, 
whose  father  was  one  of  the  original  Katz 
Brothers,  went  to  France  in  WWI  and 
was  given  the  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor  by  General  John  Pershing  upon  his 
return.  He  was  a  supervisor  and  public 
administrator  for  the  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco.  He  still  belongs  to  the 
Presidio  Parlor  #194  NSGW,  now  over 
77  years  a  member. 

Now  our  last  stop  would  be  the  firm  of 
Meyers  Company,  another  retailer  in 
meats. 

This  California  Market  was  known 
the  world  over  as  people  came  to  San 
Francisco.  They  would  visit  Chinatown 
and  wander  through  the  shops  such  as 
Sing  Chongs,  still  at  California  and  Grant 
Avenue,  and  Sing  Fat  Co.,  searching  for 
antiques  and  silks.  On  Washington 
Street,  just  below  Grant  Avenue,  was  the 
Chinese  Telephone  Exchange  Building. 
You  could  see  the  operators  working  at 
the  big  old  switchboard  from  the  entrance. 
Then  visitors  would  visit  old  St.  Mary’s 
Cathedral  and  walk  down  to  the  market 
and  stop  off  to  have  shrimp  and  oyster 
cocktails  or  dinner.  Regular  visitors  were 
the  stockbrokers  and  businessmen  from 
New  York,  who  came  to  see  the  San 
Francisco  Wall  Street.  Today  at  the  site 
of  the  old  California  Market  stands  the 
city’s  largest  building  the  52  story  Bank  of 
A  merica. 

Continuing  along  our  way  we  come  to 
the  comer  of  Montgomery,  where  the 
Clunie  Building  once  stood  and  where  the 
Merchant’s  Exchange  is  still  standing. 
The  old  4  story  Russ  Building,  now  more 
than  33  stories  high,  also  occupies  that 
comer.  White’s  Lunch  was  a  known 
sandwich  shop  then  too. 

Across  the  street  is  the  Mills  Building 
and  down  on  the  comer  of  Pine  and 
Montgomery  stood  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph. 

Going  down  California  Street,  we 
come  to  the  Merchant’s  Exchange  Build¬ 
ing  with  its  Commercial  Club  on  thd  top 
floor  (465  California).  On  the  comer  of 
Sansome  was  Fireman’s  Fund.  Across 
the  street  is  the  Bank  of  California,  one  of 
the  first  large  banks  in  San  Francisco. 
Next  was  the  Mercantial  Trust  Co.  and 
on  the  comer  of  Montgomery  is  the  Kohl 
Building,  which  withstood  the  fire  and 
earthquake.  Also  on  the  same  block  was 
the  Sutro  &  Co.  Brokers.  Around  the 
comer  was  Hjul’s  Lunch  and  Coffee 
Shop.  On  the  comer  stood  the  Italian 
American  Bank,  the  president  at  that  time 
was  Mr.  Sbarboro.  The  Bank  of  Italy, 
founded  in  1904  by  A.P.  Gianinni,  stood 
on  the  next  comer  at  Clay  Street  Mr. 
Jack  Skinner  was  the  manager  then.  At 
Washington  Street  and  Montgomery,  was 
the  old  Montgomery  Block  Building, 
known  as  the  Monkey  Block,  standing 
before  1906.  Today,  the  Transamerica 
Pyramid  occupies  that  site.  On  the  same 
comer  was  the  well  known  Pisco  John 
Saloon  and  across  the  street  was  the 
Colombo  Bank  and  the  Fugassi  Bank  as 
well. 

Coming  back  to  California  Street,  we 
could  see  the  Dew  Drop  Inn  Restaurant 
and  on  the  comer  the  Bank  of  Hong  Kong. 
The  Financial  Center  Building  is  there 
today.  Also  on  California  Street  was  the 
old  German  Bank  which  later,  during 
WWI,  changed  its  name  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bank,  a  very  reliable  one.  I 
forgot  to  mention  Mary’s  Little  Lamb 
Restaurant  on  Kearney  Street  and  Pine, 
one  of  the  businesses  standing  before 
1906. 

Time  does  not  permit  me  to  mention 
more  of  the  buildings  there,  but  I  like  to 
reminisce  of  the  old  Financial  District  and 
the  area  surrounding  it 


EMOTION  @  Jerry  Littlejohn  ’ 83 

The  250  ft.  photographic  recreation  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  in  Washington, 
D.C.  brought  about  the  same  reaction  for  the  Vietnam  Veteran  Jack  McCluskey, 
Waller  Street  Vet.  Center  Counselor,  that  he  experienced  during  the  dedication  of  the 
Memorial  last  November.  The  Memorial  bears  the  names  of 57,939  American  service 
men  and  women  killed  or  missing  in  aciton  in  the  Vietnam  Wr.The  photographic  mural,! 
photographed  by  Vietnam  Veteran  Jerry  Littlejohn,  was  the  focal  point  of  the  Vietnam 
Veteran’s  Fair  presented  bv  the  Vietnam  Veteran’s  Project. 
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SPANISH  CLASSES 

June  20-August  4 
20  hrs.  =  $68 

BEGINNERS  &  INTERMEDIATE 

LOCATION:  1050  S.  Van  Ness  (bet.  21st  &  22nd) 

Call  Anuncia  after  June  15  at  658-0692 


AUCTION 

to  benefit  the  North  Mission  News 
El  Cid  by  Salvador  Dali 

In  the  subject  of  El  Cid,  Salvador  Dali  has  captured  the  nobility  and  grandeur  of  this 
legendary  character.  This  original  etching  from  his  Spanish  Immortals  series  is  a 
classic  example  of  masterly  technique. 

As  the  leading  exponent  of  surrealism  this  controversial  artist  is  in  every  major 
collection  and  museum  in  the  world.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Salvador  Dali  will  be  hailed 
as  one  of  the  major  art  influences  of  the  20th  Century. 

AUTHENTIFICATION 

Societe  de  Verification  de  la  Gravure  Internationale  of  New  York  and 
Paris  certifies  and  warrants  that  this  is  an  original  etching  by  Salvador 
Dali. 

North  Mission  Afevvs'will  accept  bids  on  this  work  of  art. 

Bids  accepted  by  mail  and  by  phone.  Call  621-1248 

All  bids  must  be  in  by  June  25,  noon,  1983, 

when  this  Dali  piece  will  be  awarded  to  highest  bid  winner. 

Minimum  bid:  $350.00 

EL  CID  may  be  viewed  upon  appointment. 

Our  thanks  to  Cliff  Cin,  a  photographer  residing  in  San  Francisco,  for  donating  Dali’s 
EL  CID  to  help  the  North  Mission  News  raise  money.  Cinn  can  be  reached  at  921- 
7080. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  POLICE  ATHLETIC  LEAGUE  BOXING  PROGRAM 


■  P.A.L. 

That’s  Right,  We  Know,  We  Bad! 


P.A.L.  Boxing  Program  Hours 


Junior  Division  (8-14  yrs.) 
Mon. — Fri. 

3  PM  -  4:30  PM 
Senior  Division  (15  yrs.  on  up) 
Mon.  -  Fri. 

4:30  PM  -  7  PM 


For  Sign  Ups: 

Call  P.A.L.  567-3215  or  553-1158 
New  classes  begin  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month. 
P.A.L.  Director  of  Jr/Sr.  Division 
Head  Coach  Bill  Mateo 
P.A.L.  Director  of  Activities 
Inspector  Herbert  P.  Lee,  SFPD 


That’s  the  slogan  nailed  on  the  wall  of  P.A.L.’s  Head  Coach  and  Director  of  the 
Jr/Sr  Division,  Bill  Mateo.  Bill  knows,  like  his  five  member  coaching  staff-led  by  Rio 
Rose-  knows  what’s  right.  After  three  years  with  50  regular  members  aged  10  thru  25 
training  and  sparring  daily  at  the  Armory  on  1 5th  &  Mission,  the  SF  P.A.L.  Boxing 
Program  is  RIGHT!  P.A.L.  was  right  when  the  team  took  5  of  8  possible  wins  during 
June  3rd  weekend’s  53rd  Annual  N.  California  Golden  Gloves  Boxining 
Championship.  The  SF  P.A.L.  team  knows  what’s  gonna  happen  this  Friday,  June  10 
at  the  Senior  Division  Finals  in  Concord.  P.A.L.,  they  know  what’s  going  down  in  L.  A. 
1984.  L.A.  Olympics!  S.F.  P.A.L! 

That’s  Right,  They  KNOW,  They 

Bad!  - 


m 


The  P.A.L.  Team 

(left  to  right) 


photo  @  R  Fortune 


Tony  “Big  T”  Overstreet  160  lbs, 

Ricky  Paz  112  lbs. 

Eddie  Hill  156  lbs. 

Paris  “The  Flying  Lion”  Alexander  IV  119  lbs. 
Pairs  Gomez  132  lbs. 

“Hitting”  Hank  Rivera  106  lbs. 


Van  “The  Man”  Tuaau 
Carlos  De  Leon 
Pat  Reagan 

Rodney  Polk  125  lbs. 
Coach  Rio  Rose 
Orlando  Montez 


132  lbs.  (not  shown) 


I  5  8  I  —  I  5 th  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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continued  from  page  10 

There’s  a  new  sign  where  Frontera  de  Tijuana  used  to  be  on  Mission  Street. 
Tacqueria  San  Jose  Numero  Dos  is  patterned  after  the  original  Tacqueria  San  Jose  up 
near  24th  and  Mission.  I  had  an  enormous  beef  tongue  burrito(  $2. 10)  there,  and  tasted 
some  mysterious  beverages  as  well.  They  serve  Horchata  out  of  huge  glass  jars, 
Tamarindo  and  something  bright  red  and  mildly  flavored  called  Jamaica.  What  I  like 
best  about  San  Jose  is  that  every  table  is  provided  with  little  bowls  of  jalapeno  chiles, 
fresh  tomato  and  onion  salsa  and  red  salsa  Mexicana.  I  doctored  each  bite  of  the  burrito 
differently. 

I  work  for  a  temporary  agency,  which  means  that  I  can  take  a  few  days  off  whenever 
I  want  to  and  can  afford  it.  I  get  a  few  days  off  now  and  again  when  I  don’t  want  them 
and  can’t  afford  them  but  that’s  another  story.  I  feel  like  a  millionaire  when  they  call  on 
Monday  morning  and  I  can  say,  “No  thanks.  I’m  taking  the  next  few  days  off  to  work  on 
some  personal  projects.” 

That’s  what  I  say  when  I  want  to  take  time  to  write,  or  just  hang  out.  So  it’s  Monday 
morning  and  I  decide  to  rush  over  to  Aunt  Mary ’s  for  a  99  cent  breakfast  special.  Ha! 
When  will  I  ever  get  it  into  my  early  morning  brain  that  Aunt  Mary’s  is  closed  on 
Monday.  So  I  stand  there  with  my  pack  full  of  papers  in  my  hand,  trying  to  decide 
what’s  second  best,  and  I  end  up  at  Lucky ’s  CAfeteria.  The  eggs  are  a  little  greasier,  the 
pancakes  a  little  less  flavorful  and  the  price  a  little  higher  at  Lucky’s,  but  they  do  throw 
in  a  free  cup  of  tea.  It’ll  do.  Besides,  that’s  where  the  old  timers  hang  out,  at  Lucky’s  and 
the  T.  &  M. 

This  particular  Monday  I  listen  to  one  of  my  favorites.  You’ve  probably  seen  him 
around.  He’s  tall  and  stringy.  Wears  a  green  watch  cap  set  off  at  a  lively  angle.  His  big 
hands  wave  around  out  of  the  sleeves  of  a  maroon  striped  shirt,  worn  open-necked 
inside  a  green  sports  coat.  He’s  got  black  buckle  loafers  on  his  feet,  with  black  socks 
rolled  at  thetops.  As  I  sat  down  he  was  saying  goodbye  to  another  old  timer,  maybe  10 
years  younger,  who’s  got  a  neck  brace  on.  But  he  doesn’t  sit  alone  long.  Pretty  soon 
some  old  rooster  of  a  guy  in  a  felt  hat  with  a  cople  of  dyed  feathers  in  the  band  comes  and 
sits  with  him.  I  never  hear  that  guy  say  a  word,  but  ny  green-clad  seaman  starts  right  in, 
philosophizing  and  reminiscing. 

“I  call  that  guy  the  San  Mateo  kid,”  he  says,  nodding  toward  the  front  door  where  his 
last  listener  is  leaving.  “He  just  can’t  stay  away  from  16th  Street.  You  know,  16th 
Street  is  just  a  flophouse,  but  if  you  go  away,  you  miss  it.  These  guys  move  out  to  the 
suburbs  and  six  months  later  they’re  back  on  16th. 

“I  don’t  care  about  your  fancy  houses,  your  condominiums.  When  you  get  alittle 
older,  you  want  the  cigar  store  right  down  there.  You  want  the  grocery  store  right  there, 
the  newsstand,  the  restaurant.  It  used  to  be  that  way  in  the  Tenderloin,  but  no  more.” 

The  monologue  goes  on.  He  talks  about  restaurants  long  since  gone,  about  the  days 
when  there  were  cheap  dance  halls  where  you  could  go  to  have  a  good  time.  You  lived  in 
the  hotels  and  everything  was  right  where  you  needed  it.  “There  were  American 
restaurants  too,  not  just  Chinese,”  he  says.  “The  only  time  you  ate  Chinese  was  when 
you  were  down  and  out,  out  of  a  job  or  something.” 


Looking  around  Lucky’s ,  I  get  the  sense  that  there  must  be  a  lot  of  people  down  on 
their  luck  these  days.  By  10:30  the  place  is  full  of  gray-haired  guys  in  sports  coats, 
mostly  sitting  one  to  a  table.  My  locquacious  seaman  is  an  exception.  A  guy  comes 
along  to  the  table  across  form  me.  He’s  wearing  a  pin-striped  gray  suit,  and  it  takes  me  a 
while  to  notice  that  the  pants  don’t  really  match-they’re  dark,  dark  blue.  He  takes  his 
leather  gloves  off  and  puts  them  on  the  table  next  to  his  coffee  cup,  sits  down  and  leans 
his  cane  against  a  chair  and  puts  on  his  thick  Harry  Truman  glasses  to  read  a  VFW, 
Veterans  of  Foreign  W  ars,  magazine  with  a  gaudy  may  of  Central  America  on  the  cover 
while  he  waits  for  his  food.  When  his  BLT  comes,  he  eats  it  with  a  knife  and  fork.  His 
neck  and  hands  are  covered  with  brown  blotches,  age  spots,  and  he’s  wearing  a 
burgundy  tie  with  tiny  white  polka  dots  and  a  few  age  spots  of  its  own.  The  tie  is  tucked 
into  a  collar  of  a  gray  plaid  flannel  shirt,  and  he  has  wrapped  a  wool  muffler  with  some 
Scottish  tartan  pattern  around  it  all. 

These  are  some  of  the  people  who  love  and  depend  on  the  North  Mission.  When  I 
am  older,  I  want  to  have  a  sports  jacket  just  like  that,  and  a  flannel  shirt,  and  I  want  a 
cheap  restaurant  to  sit  in  mid-moming  on  a  Monday.  It  can  be  Chinese,  American, 
Mexican—  I  don’t  care.  I  just  want  it  to  be  there,  waiting  for  me.  The  Tenderloin  is 
gone,  now,  but  there’s  still  1 6th  Street.  If  it’s  gone,  by  the  time  I’m  ready  to  spend  my 
mornings  over  tea  and  toast,  I  don’t  know  where  I’ll  find  another. 


DISCOVER 

TAQUERIA 

El  Toro 

Corner  of  17th  &  Valencia 

OPEN  DAILY 
11:00  A.M.— 10:00  PM. 

PHONE:  431-3351 
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»  PHOTOGRAPHERS'  REACTIONS  TO  NUCLEAR  WAR. 

A  Photography  exhibit  at  20x20  Gallery,  1261  Howard  St., 
S.F.  FESTIVAL  OPENING:  Monday,  June  13th,  7  pm,  with 
poetry  by  William  Carney  and  music  by  the  Baroque  Arts 
Ensemble.  Show  runs  till  June  20th. 

>  PERFORMANCE:  PEACE  Two  separate  nights  of  diverse 
and  creative  reactions  to  the  nuclear  threat  will  be  held 
at  Theater  Artaud  featuring  Elvia  Marta,  the  Dionysian 
Duncan  Dancers,  the  Footloose  Dance  Company,  Pleiades 
Poetry  Group,  New  Performance  Consort,  Reliable  Source 
Puppet  Theater  and  many  others.  Thursday,  June  16  and 
Friday,  June  17  at  8  pm.  450  Florida  St.,  S.F.  Tickets  $5.00 
each  show,  $9.00  for  both.  621-7797. 

A  BENEFIT  CELEBRATION  OF  DANCE,  THEATER, 

AND  MUSIC.  DANCE:  From  Oberlin  Dance  Collective— 
Brenda  Way,  Katie  Nelson,  and  Kimi  Okada  collaborating 
with  Lance  McGee  (Pickle  Family  Circus).  Also  works  by 
Cecelia-Marie  Bowman,  Aaron  Osborne,  Alonzo  King,  and 
the  Dionysian  Duncan  Dancers.  THEATER:  Bob  Ernst 
(Blake  Street  Hawkeyes),  Jane  Dornacker  and  Pons  Maar . 
MUSIC:  Marc  Regnier  and  Phoenix.  New  Performance 
Gallery,  Monday,  June  20th, 8-30  PM.  -  3157  17th 
St,  S.F.  $8.00  863-9834. 

THE  ARTIST  AND  THE  ISSUE:  VISIONS  BEYOND 
THE  BOMB.  A  visual  arts  exhibit  including  works  by  over 
forty  Bay  Area  Artists  to  be  held  at  Southern  Exposure 
Gallery,  499  Alabama  St.,  S.F.  at  Project  Artaud.  Opening: 
Wednesday,  June  15th,  6pm.  Show  runs  till  June  21st. 
B.A.A.N.D.  AND  BILL  GRAHAM  PRESENT:  TRANSLATOR 
with  THE  CONTRACTIONS  plus  TIMES  BEACH  in  a  benefit 
concert  at  the  Old  Waldorf.  Sunday,  June  12th  at  9pm. 

For  more  information,  call  397-3884. 

CABARET/DANCE  PARTY.  A  benefit  night  of  music,  com¬ 
edy  and  dance  at  the  Women's  Building  featuring  Jane 
Dornacker,  Linda  Hirschorn,  Kirk  Olsen,  Les  Nickoletts, 
ACRONYM,  Paula  Poundstone,  Dick  Crook  and  Friends, 
Zazu  Pits  Memorial  Orchestra  and  others.  Saturday, 

June  18,  at  8pm.  Tickets  $5.00. 

BODY  MUSIC.  A  benefit  evening  of  belly  dancers,  Irish 
classical  music  and  performance  at  Finn  Hall  in  the  Cultural 
Movement  Center  featuring  Blue  Nile,  Tamano  and  others. 
Sunday,  June  12th  at  7:30pm.  1819 10th  St.  Berkeley.  Tickets 
$5.00. 

THE  KEY.  A  disarmament  street  performance.  Friday,  June; 
17th  at  2:00pm  at  Victorian  Park  near  Fisherman's  Wharf;; 
Saturday,  June  18th  at  2:00pm  at  the  Bandstand  at  Lake 
Merritt  in  Oakland;  Sunday,  June  19th,  noon  till  5:00  at 
Marks  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

GOLDEN  CIRCLE-SILVER  CROSS.  An  outdoor  performance 
with  electronic  music  choreographed  by  Patrick  Morgan  at 
the  Embarcadero  Center  Plaza.  Monday,  June  20th  at  noon. 


Jeanne  Hansen 


N.O.M.A.C. 


photo  Jeanne  Hansen 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Slate  Licensed 
for  trealment  of 

•  Headaches  •  Stress  •  Allergies 

•  Back  pain  •  Smoking  •  Impotence 

•  Insomnia  •  Herpes  •  Overweight 

Haight -Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic 
1694  Haight  S.F.  431-2450 


“The  art  of  survival  is  the  survival  of  the  arts  in  the  Mission.. .we  have  lost  Cloud 
House,  998  Gallery.. .Who’s  Next???  As  the  highrise  skyline  foreshadows  the  profile 
of  our  immanent  collapse,  North  Mission  Arts  Coalition  embarks  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  elements  which  would  squeeze  out  local  artists  in  the  name  of  progress. ..by 
combined  action  we  can  avoid  further  removal... we  do  not  intend  to  sit  cross-legged 
discussing  coffeehouse  aesthetics.” 

Rich  Fortune’s  woi;ds  summed  up  the  feelings  of  the  three 
dozen  dancers,  painters, and  muralists,  musicians  and  theatre  people,  video  and 
filmmakers,  craftspeople  and  writers  that  assembled  for  the  first  few  meetings  of 
N.O.M.A.C.  The  creative  characters  who  make  this  neighborhood  the  artistic  and 
cultural  heart  of  San  Francisco  are  leaving  the  solitude  of  the  studios,  screening  rooms 
and  performance  spaces  to  meet  each  other  and  mobilize  their  resources  for  special 
events  and  citywide  publicity  to  stregthen  the  North  Mission’s  arts  community  and  fight 
conditions  that  would  make  this  neighborhood  prohibitively  expensive  for  artistic 
activity. 

Want  to  be  able  to  live  here  and  do  what  you’re  doing  a  year  or  two  from  now?  Well, 
come  join  N.O.M.A.C.  A  big  “Interdependence  Day”  party  is  planned  (see  this  page) 
soon,  and  much  else!  No,  Mac—  if  you’re  in  the  arts  you’re  all  weak  and  helpless 
alone... Without  N.O.M.A.C.! 


k 


QUALITY  BUY  &  SELL 

2  138  M I SS  ION  (between  I7,h  &  18th  Sis.) 

”we”  \m 

BUY- SELL-  TRADE 

*  AUTO  &  HOME  STEREOS 

*  JEWELRY  &  DIAMONDS 

*  TV’5  -  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 

*  CAMERAS 

TOP  PRICE  PAID 

HENRY  861-4373 
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[Special  Thanks  to  Ken  Tray  for 
the  thought,  energy  and  time  spent 
to  make  our  poetry  reading  a 
success 
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Classifieds 


■ 


HAULING  ANYTIME:Henry 
821-3279 

HOUSECLEANING  elderly  care,  with 
references.  Call  Bill:  647-2781 
FOUNDATIONS,  storm  damages, 
earthquake  securing.  Call  for  an  estimate 
and  repairs  641-4222 
HAVE  TRUCK  WILL  TRAVEL 
Lite  moving,  haulig,  cleaning,  yards,  low 
sales  rates  Bob  Morawetz 
415-8269083 

SWEDISH  SHIATSU  MASSAGE 
Implemented  with  strong  sensitive  hands 
&  heart  $20.00  per  session  sliding  scale 
Call  Carlos  Kuhn  at  864-6964 

HOLISTIC  hypnosis  free  brochure 
consultation/cassette  tape/holistic 
approach  causes  determined/resolved, 
self  -hypnosis/cassette  follow-up  Self¬ 
hypnosis  memory,  stress,  self-confi¬ 
dence/esteem/image/exploration 
neg-ative  imprint  clearing  our  perform¬ 
ance  recommended,  worry,  smoking 
wieght  Jim 

certified  hypnotherapist  885-4752 

TAI  CHI  Individually  taught  pleas 
phone  648-6040,  preferably  evenings 
FRENCH  CONVERSATION  w/e 
perienced,  knowledgeable  teacher. 
Please  call  648-6040  evenings 


DIONNE  WARWICK  signed  programe 
from  her  early  days  with  many  pictures. 


DALI  Engraving  “Don  Quiote”  signed 
in  plate,  certificte  void. 

CAMERA  LENS:  Minolta  16mm  Fish- 
eye,  the  original  tack  sharp  one,  built  in 
color  filters.  A  steal  at  $150.  Also  Macro 
coupler,  Minolta  MC  for  close-ups. 
WATER  DISTILLER:  gallon  capacity, 
efficient  electric  3  hour  cycle.  Daily 
water  at  1 1  cents  per  week  $110.  Call 
Cliff  921-0780  North  Mission  Assoc¬ 
iation. 


$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

FOR  U.S./German  war  relics  921-0667 


ill 


AUTO  MECHANICS 
CLASSES  for  Men  and  Women  6  hours 
3  hour  classes  $50  SF  Auto  Repair  285- 
8588 

Saxophone  &  Clarinet  Lessons  Begi 
nners  and  advanced  all  styles  reasonable 
re  re  Beginning  guitar  lessons  for  the 
summer,  in  the  Richmond  district,  no 
previous  training  from  students  call  Jeff  at 
221-2844. 

Spanish  20  hours  for  $68  Stop  by  1050 
South  VAn  Ness  Avenue  or  Call 
Anuncia  at  658-0692  or  come  to  a  class 
after  June  15. 

FOR  SALE  Bass  Amp,  Randall  RB  1 20, 
120  watts  one  5’11”  speaker  $300  or 
best  call  441-7682 
FOR  SALE  Folding  wheelchair  : 
excellent  condition  $145  call  928-441 1 
/dictate  transcribing  equipment  micro 
mini  std  most  makes  discount  all  new 
snowroom  10-6  DBS  Ferry  Building  788 
2188ENLARGER  VTVITAR  VI  color 
head  and  8300  Pentax  spotmeter  875 
flourescent  studio  lights  stand  dolby,  870 
5x5  Busch  Press  camlens8100call:929- 
1846 

Photographic  services,  weddings  por¬ 
traits  advertisig,  all  services  available, 
callDavid  Howard  at  647-6079 
FOR  SALE  CHANDELIER  Crystal 
and  Brass  8  lights  12ft.  HomeFurn:baby 
crib  w/matt  $74  like  ne  call  239-5299 

WANTED:  Cash  for  small  color 
televisions,  working  or  not.  Call:771- 
4100 

WANTED:  People  to  sell  Avon.  Call 
Valerie:  282-7044 

WANTED:  Female  Latina  Model  for 
photography  work,  will  train.  346-5237 
btwn  l-5pm. 

EXPERINCED  bookkeeper  with  bi¬ 
lingual  skills  in  kEnglish/ Spanish,  seeks 
position.  Call  after  5:00  B.  Cotter  824- 
4186. 

HARDWOOD  FLOORING:  New 
Mission  Hardwood  Floor.  Wuality  craft¬ 
smanship  since  1922.  Installation  and 
refinishing.  584-4792 
BERNIE’S  BODY  SHOP  Mustangs 
and  Camaros  our  specialities.  1824 
Mission,  552-1430 


ROOMS  FOR  THE  WORKING  MAN 
AND  PENSIONER$45.00  and  up. 
CURTIS  HOTEL  559  Valencia  be 
tween  16th  and  17th  Streets.  Drop  by 
anytime  between  8  am  and  6  pm.  BUT 
BE  MELLOW. 

CONSCIOUS  Cleaning  &  Moving:  a 
flexible  brother  and  sister  run  team  fulfill 
your  needs.  LOcal  references.  Call  Jail 
Jim  at  753-1778 

BLAKE  TIMES  available  care  of  Cloud- 
House  attheFArm  1499  Potrero  Avenu, 
SF  94110 


The  San  Francisco  Community  Law 
Collective  has  represented  community 
groups  for  14  years.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  law  collectives  in  the  country.  If 
you  need  advice  or  representation  in 
accident,  criminal  or  community  cases 
our  consultations  are  free.  Comer  of  18  th 
&  Dolores.  863-1530. 

CARPENTER  over  40  years  exp.  All 
types-kitchens,  bathrooms,  stairs,  tile. 
864-9223. _ 

Free  KITTENS:  bom  on  Houdini’s 
birthday.  3  black  babies  available  now. 
Call:  821-4998 

JOB  LISTING  &  COUNSELLING 
with  Rita  Solinas  and  Savannah  Smith 
every  day  Monday  thru  Friday  10  am  - 
3pm  in  the  OPTIONS  CENTER  at  the 
Women’s  Building  3543  18th  Street 
CAREER  COUNSELING  for  women 
over  forty  with  Caroline  Voors anger  10 
am-2pm  at  the  OPTIONS  CENTER. 
By  appointment  only  Call:  431-6405. 
ATTIC  SELF  STORAGE  1634  Bryant 
626-0880  Open  7  days  large  selection  of 
lockers  Clean  Secure  Reasonable 
Serving  the  Mission,  Hill  and  South  of 
Market.  Convenient  to  MUNI 
MASTER  PAINTER  Interior/exterior 
lOyears  Bay  Area  exp.  Brush,  roll,  or 
spray  Big  or  small  references  FREE 
EST/RIGHT  PRICE  Call  Jeff:  752- 
4906  evenings  until  9 
SUPERIOR  BAKERY  21st  &  Treat 
near  Folsom.  Specializing  in  freshly 
baked  breads  &  pastries.  Sandwiches  to 
go.  We  offer  a  variety  of  coffee  beans 
ground  to  taste  while  you  wait  TRULY  A 
SUPERIOR  EXPERINCE.  647-1991 


IMMIGRATION  PROBLEMS?  Call 
Mr.  Heller,  Attorney  956-7771 

CHILD  CARE 

Creative  Kindergarten  Program 
for  3-5  year  olds  by  British  teacher 

431-0802 

Full  day  program  M-F  8-5 :30pm 

Holistic  Chiropractic  Care 
DR.JAYE.REIF  •  333-7201 
Auto  Accidents  -  Work  Injuries 
Back  Pains- Slipped  Discs-Head- 
aches  -  Nutritional  Counseling 
All  Insurance  Cases  Accepted 

WEDDING  INVITATIONS 

10%  OFF  with  this  Ad 
Alpha  Graphics  &  Printing 
552-8677  or  863-1533 

Business  Cards  16.95/1000  B&W 

WOMEN'S  PRESS  PROJECT 
IS  NOW  A  UNION  SHOP 
capable  of  printing  11x17 
532  Valencia  at  16th 
431-6210 


WANTED:  Coundeling  aide  at  Mission 
High  School.  Thirty  hours  per  week  at 
$6.00/hr.  Applicant  must  be  fluent  in 
Spanish  and  English  languages  with  ex¬ 
perience  in  counseling  for  Career  and 
Vocational  Education.  Contact  Mr. 
Lopez  at  552-5800  Ext  33. 


GAY  PHOTOGRAPHER  HAS 
APARTMENT  TO  SUBLET 
Can  sublet  for  two  months  (July ,  August) 
and  possibly  share  later  .  An  unusual, 
split  level  studio  that  is  fully  furnished  in  a 
quiet  back  itchen  and  bothoroom;  divided 
bedroom,  office  or  study,  and  dining  room 
areas,  plus  small  darkroo.  Apt.  has 
private  entrance  with  gate,  double  locks, 
and  is  very  secure  near  Alamo  Square. 
Bus  lines  are  5  Fulton  and  22  Fillmore, 
with  Divisadero  and  Hayes  Street  busses 
within  two  blocks.  Sublet  for  $300/mo.; 
$  125/mo  if  shared  later.  C  All  921-7080, 
prefer  evenings. 


1924  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94103 


Phone:  552-1430 


BERNIE’S  BODY  SHOP 
general  auto  repair 


BERN1E  NEVAREZ 


IOSF.  SALAS 


Low  Rates 


Have  Truck  Will  Travel 

Lite  Moving  -  Hauling  -  Cleaning  -  Yards 

BOB  MORAWIETZ  415-826-9083 


When  you  advertize  in  the  North  Mission  News  your  ad  is  mailed  into  4,000  local 
businesses  and  homes.  Another  6000  copies  of  the  NMN  are  distributed  in  over  80 
shops,  restaurants,  theatres,  churches  and  hotels  in  the  Mission,  Haight,  Castro, 
Noe  Valley  and  North  Beach  communities.  We  are  one  of  the  best  advertizing 
deals  in  the  city. 


RATES: 

$10.00  for  6  lines 
$5.00  for  3  lines  or 
per  character. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE: 


ISSUE/S  OF  THE  NMN' YOUR 
AD  WILL  APPEAR  IN  _ 


Use  the  starred  line  for  information  you  wish 
set  in  bold  faced  type 


The  NMN  now  appears  on  the  street  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  When  advertisng  with  us  please  have  all  copy  and 
fees  in  our  offices  by  the  last  Wedsnesday  of  the  month  to  ensure  proper  handling  and  attention. 


FOR  MOREIMQBMATIONONQUR  ADVERTIZING  RATES  CALL  621-1248. 
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VALENCIA  FURNITURE  Fights  Inflation 


YOUR  CHOICE 


SOFA  BED 


Contemporary  full  size 
sleeper  ip  a  handsome 
solid  colpr 


SOFA  &  LOVE  SEAT 


BUNK  BED 


Complete  with  mat- 
t;esses  and  ladder.  All 
hardwood,  turned  posts 


3  PIECE  BEDROOM  SET 

LlI  u4l 

S3 


Clean  lines  with  a 
durable  herculon 
fabric.  Tight  seat 
(no  loose  cushions). 


L, 

L 

■3 

6  PIECE  BEDROOM  SET 

&L_ 


This  stylish  country  type 
set  includes  the  dresser,  mirror,  and 
head  board,  in  a  English  pecan  finish. 

Also  Chest  $1 88  Night  Stand  $58 


rr*~ 


■v_. 


9  PIECE 

DOUGLAS  DINETTE 


RUSTIC  TOP  TABLE  . 
with  2 1 2"  leaves  and  6 
chairs  covered  in  a  dur- 
able  supported  vinyl. 


Includes  double  dresser  mirror, 
two  night  stands 


5  PIECE 
GLASS 
& 


chest  &  head  board  in  an 
attractive  pecan  finish 


F$Oi 

60] 

DOj 

QUEEN 

SIZE 

SOFA 

BED 


SPANISH  STYLE  TABLES 


C 

05 


This  set  includes 
the  cocktail  table  1 
and  two  end 
tables  all  finished 
in  beautiful  pecan 
tones 


42"  round  smoke  glass 
table  with  4  cane  back 
Breuer  chairs. 


BStSjSl  Bargains 


£ 


This  durable  tight  back 
sofabed  comes  covered  in 
an  attractive  Herculon  fabric.) 


A 


Bassett  Bassett 


Wr'n  the  lumiture  people. 


Enjoy  this  beautiful  set 
with  a  warm,  elite 
pecan  finish  on  select- 
led  hardwoods. 

'Cut  here 


$888 


7  PIECE 

DINING  ROOM 


INCLUDES:  Table,  2 
arm  chairs,  2  side 
chairs  with  china 
and  base. 

SIDE  CHAIR  $88 


Wr  rt  the  furniture  people 


BEDROOM 

SET 


I 


^  ii 


Enjoy  this  elegant 
french  style  bed¬ 
room  set  finished  with 
a  lyon’cherry  on  cher¬ 
ry  veneer.  -• 

5  DR.  CHEST  $288 


$888 


Cut  here 


Cut  here 


Cut  here 


‘INCLUDES:  Triplb 
Idresser,  landscape 
mirror,  head  board 
land  two  nite  stands. 


Cut  here 
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VALENCIA  FURNITURE 

560  VALENCIA  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO  626-8943 

Mon. -Fri.  10-8:  Sat.  10-6:  Sun.  12-5 


SALE  HEMS  LIMITED  TO  STOCK  ON  HAND 


CREDIT  STILL  AVAILABLE! 


